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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-01

STRATEGIES FOR AUTONOMY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

The scope of Open Embrace, writes Varghese K. George, Associate Editor of The Hindu, in the
introduction, is to explore how U.S. President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
both driven by notions of nationalism, are reshaping the U.S. and India, respectively, and the
impact of that process on their external ties. An extract:

While Indian foreign policy has evolved over the decades, what has not changed is the concept
of strategic autonomy, which is that India would not join any military alliance, would always keep
its choices open and would choose what is good for it depending on the situation at a particular
moment. Some commentators have derided strategic autonomy as a rigid ideological position
that has prevented India from achieving more in the international arena. Some have said that
India should have become an ally of the U.S. several decades ago, and by not doing so, it had
limited its potential.

Strategic autonomy has recently been at the forefront of discussions largely due to India’s ever-
tightening embrace with the U.S. As the two countries inch closer to one another, will India be
able to maintain its autonomy of choice and independence? Will it become a satellite of the U.S.,
dragged by it into alliances and wars of its choosing?

Define ‘strategic partners’

Undoubtedly, the U.S. is crucial to India’s progress as a key source of technology and capital
and as the foremost destination for its students and jobseekers in various sectors. Many
advocates of continuing expansion of India-U.S. ties say that strategic autonomy is useless and
counterproductive. Why not join the U.S. wholeheartedly and derive full benefits of being an ally
of the most powerful military force and home to the best technology in the world?

The U.S. shares its most advanced technologies and intelligence only with its closest allies. The
NATO allies and Israel are topmost in this pecking order. For instance, only they have been
given F-35 fighter planes, the most advanced of America’s fighter planes yet. The Guardian-
series Unmanned Aerial Vehicles have been sold only to NATO allies till date, and now India
has been offered them as a special gesture. India’s requests for advanced technologies
routinely get entangled in the foundational question — has any other country that is not a military
ally been given this particular technology? Whenever the answer is ‘no’, its request could be
denied. For instance, a new plane for the travel of India’s Prime Minister, being negotiated
between India and American manufacturer Boeing, will come without a lot of advanced
communication equipment unless both countries manage to conclude a treaty that governs its
use. Hence one can argue that there are benefits of signing up as a military ally of the U.S.

The counter to this argument is that given the drastic changes in U.S. position across several
crucial issues, India might have done well by never aligning with it as an ally. The U.S. had been
pushing India to open its markets more to global trade, but has now suddenly turned against the
same, under Mr. Trump. The U.S. under Barack Obama put tremendous pressure on India to
ratify the Paris Agreement. But his successor has announced a withdrawal from the pact and
ordered an end to all measures for its implementation.

Even before Mr. Trump, if one considers the last two decades of accelerated engagement
between the two countries, the U.S. has made abrupt U-turns on many foreign policy issues,
much to India’s discomfort. It has alternated between trying to befriend and confront China —
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something that continues under Mr. Trump; it has sought to ignore Pakistan, punish it and then
woo it with money and weapons; it has tried to contain Iran and then open up to it and, now,
contain it again; and it has given conflicting signals on Afghanistan. President Obama wanted
India to take a tougher stand against the military junta in Myanmar, and then went ahead for a
rapprochement with them himself. Strategic autonomy has allowed India to have its own policies
towards these countries to a great extent, in the midst of the flux that the U.S. often contributes
to.

Mr. Modi and his key adviser in the initial years, S. Jaishankar, did not use the phrase strategic
autonomy in the beginning. But in his speech at the Shangri-La Dialogue in June 2018, Mr. Modi
said: “It is a measure of our strategic autonomy that India’s Strategic Partnership, with Russia,
has matured to be special and privileged.” The speech itself was an elucidation of the age-old
policy of India’s strategic autonomy.

Excerpted with permission from Penguin Random House

YES | Om RoutrayWomen can expose men and cost them their jobs. Power is a language that
men understand om-routrayOm RoutrayJudge Brett Kavanaugh was
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-01

VICE PRESIDENT EMBARKS ON THREE NATION
AFRICA VISIT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Africa

Vice President's Secretariat

Vice President embarks on three nation Africa visit

Strengthening bilateral ties, improving trade relations are
priorities;

Posted On: 31 OCT 2018 9:18AM by PIB Delhi
The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu embarked on his first Africa visit from 31st
October to November 6, here today. In his weeklong visit, he will visit Botswana, Zimbabwe and
Malawi where he is scheduled to interact with heads of state of the three nations, business fora
and address Indian Community.  

The visit underlines the high priority, the government of India accords to Africa and is line with
India’s efforts to have a sustained and regular engagement.   

The Vice President is accompanied by a high level Parliamentary delegation comprising of the
Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar, and four
Members of Parliament. 

The Vice President will reach Botswana’s capital Gaboron on 31st October evening to attend the
Official opening of the 13th Annual Global Expo where 25 Indian companies are participating for
the first time showcasing India’s economic and Industrial proves.  

On November 1, Shri Naidu will interact with the Vice President of Botswana, Mr. Slumber
Tsogwane to hold Delegation Level Talks. He will also meet the Speaker of the National
Assembly of Botswana, Mr. Gladys Kokorwe in the evening before addressing the Indian
Community at Baisago Convention Centre, Baisago University. 

On 2nd November, the Vice President is scheduled to participate in the India-Botswana CEO
Roundtable where he would interact with businessmen and investors of both the nations and
proceed to visit Diamond Trading Centre, Botswana. Shri Naidu will call on the President of the
Republic of Botswana, Mr. Mokgweetsi Eric Keabetswe Masisi before emplaning for Harare,
Zimbabwe. He will address the Indian community at the reception hosted by the Ambassador of
India to Zimbabwe.  This is the high level visit taking place after a gap of 21 years in Zimbabwe. 

On Saturday, November 3rd, the Vice President will call on the President of the Republic
Zimbabwe, Mr. Emmerson Mnangagwa before meeting the Vice President, Mr. General (Retd)
Dr. Constantino Chiwenga. Both the Vice Presidents will witness the Signing of Agreements.
Shri Naidu is scheduled to attend the India-Zimbabwe Business Forum in the evening. 

On 4th November, the Vice President will take part in the Ground Breaking Ceremony of
Chancery Building before emplaning for Lilongwe in Malawi. The Vice President would begin his
interactions in Malawi with an interaction with the Indian Community on the same evening. 
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On Monday, November 5, the Vice President of India is scheduled to participate in the India
Malawi Business Meet. Later he will hold a Tete-eTete meeting with President of Malawi, Mr.
Peter Arthur Mutharika and hold talks. In the evening he will attend the opening of Jaipur Foot
Camp for Fitment of Artificial Limbs under “India for Humanity” Theme. 

Charge-de-Affairs, Botswana Embassy, Ms. Chenesani Asa and Dy. Ambassador of Zimbabwe,
Mr. Lovemor Bebe, bid farewell to Vice President on his departure in New Delhi.

***
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-02

INDIA PROTESTS CHINA-PAKISTAN BUS VIA POK
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

New concern:The Lahore-Tashkurgan bus service is scheduled to start on November 3.North
South Transport Network  

India on Thursday reiterated its opposition to a proposed luxury bus service between Pakistan
and China that would pass through parts of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan —
territory that India claims — terming it “a violation of India’s sovereignty”, a day after it had
summoned a Chinese diplomat to South Block to lodge a strong protest against the initiative.

“We have lodged strong protests with China and Pakistan on the proposed bus service that will
operate through areas of Pakistan Occupied Jammu and Kashmir State under the so-called
‘China-Pakistan Economic Corridor’,” the spokesperson for the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
told reporters. “Any such bus service through Pakistan Occupied Jammu & Kashmir State will be
a violation of India’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.”

India urges cancellation

A Director in the MEA had delivered a note verbale to a Counselor in the Chinese Embassy on
Wednesday, urging the cancellation of the bus service that is due to start on November 3, said
an official, who spoke on condition of anonymity.

Both Beijing and Islamabad responded to New Delhi’s protests.

While China asserted that the bus service from Lahore to Tashkurgan in Xinjiang — timed to
begin when Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan will be visiting Beijing — did not alter the
country’s stance on the Kashmir issue, Pakistan dismissed India’s objections as “frivolous”.

“As for the bus service, I have not heard of the relevant information and I have not heard of
complaints,” Lu Kang, China’s foreign ministry spokesperson, said at the ministry’s regular
briefing, when asked about India’s protest against the move.

Mr. Lu stressed that the CPEC was an “economic project”, and did not reflect China’s position
on Kashmir. “It is an economic cooperation project between China and Pakistan and not
targeted at any third party. It has nothing to do with the territorial dispute and it will not affect
China’s principled position on the issue of Kashmir,” Mr. Lu observed.

Red carpet

China is preparing to roll out the red carpet for Mr. Khan, who is set to arrive in Beijing on Friday,
and would be formally welcomed at the Great Hall of the People on Saturday. Reacting to India’s
statement, the spokesperson for Pakistan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said: “India’s repeated
regurgitation of claims over Indian Occupied Kashmir can neither change the facts of history nor
the legality of the Jammu & Kashmir dispute.”

India has consistently opposed the 1963 “China-Pakistan Boundary Agreement” that recognises
PoK as under “actual Pakistani control” without prejudicing a final dispute resolution with India,
and India has protested the Karakoram Highway on which traffic has been plying regularly, as
well as subsequent infrastructure projects built by China in the disputed area.
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Asked on Thursday if India’s strong objection to the bus service indicates a “toughening of
position”, the MEA spokesperson, however, declined to comment.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2018-11-02

INDIA-US GSP ISSUE: EXPORTS TROUBLE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade Organisation (WTO)

The US’s generalized system of preferences (GSP), in place since 1976, has become a point of
contention between Washington and New Delhi in recent times. The GSP, which is meant to
promote economic development, allows duty-free treatment to goods from beneficiary countries.
India is at the top of that list. But unsurprisingly, President Donald Trump sees the GSP as a
means for other countries to rip off the US.

Now, he has lowered the boom, at least in part. Starting from Thursday, the US has scrapped
GSP privileges for 90 items. India is likely to be the worst hit country, affected in 50 of these
instances.

This could turn out to be particularly painful because given the affected items, small and medium
sized businesses are likely to be the worst hit. They have already been having a tough time for a
while now. It is now safe to conclude that demonetization hit them hard. There have been plenty
of hiccups when it comes to the goods and services tax burden in this segment as well.

New Delhi should brace for more trouble on this front.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-02

CABINET APPRISED OF MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION FOR THE DEVELOPMENT
OF COOPERATION IN TRANSPORT EDUCATION; AND
MOC BETWEEN INDIA AND THE JOINT STOCK
COMPANY "RUSSIAN RAILWAYS" ON TECHNICAL
COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF RAILWAYS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

Cabinet

Cabinet apprised of MoU between India and the Russian
Federation for the development of cooperation in transport
education; and MoC between India and the Joint Stock
Company "Russian Railways" on technical cooperation in
the field of railways

Posted On: 01 NOV 2018 11:44AM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised of the
following two instruments, namely, a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) and a Memorandum
of Cooperation (MoC), with Russia on 5th October, 2018:

 

MoU with the Ministry of Transport of the Russian federation for the development of
cooperation in transport education for the development of cooperation in transport
education.

i.

MoC with the Joint Stock Company "Russian Railways" (RZD) on technical cooperation in
the field of railways.

ii.

 

The MoUs/ MoCs provide a platform for Indian Railways to interact and share the latest
developments and knowledge in the railway sector. The MoUs/ MoCs facilitate exchange of
technical experts, reports and technical documents, training and seminars/ workshops focusing
on specific technology areas and other interactions for knowledge sharing.

 

The MoU will envisage cooperation in the priority areas for the development of transport
education. This would enable preparation of specific proposals in this area including their
implementation within the framework of the Intergovernmental Russian-Indian Commission on
Trade-Economic, Scientific-Technical and Cultural cooperation.
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The MoC will enable technical cooperation in the following areas:-

 

Implementation of the project for upgrading the Nagpur- Secunderabad section to raise
passenger trains speed up to 200 kmph (Semi High Speed) with possible extension of the
section including other directions of Indian Railway (IR) network;Implementation of a Single
Traffic Control Center to manage mixed traffic at the regional level, divisional railway and/
or at the upper network level uniting all the IR's zonal railways;Customization, organization
of joint manufacture and implementation of a competitive signaling and interlocking
system;Supply and localization of turnout switches for Semi High Speed and
above;Training and advanced qualification improvement of Indian railway employees with
the involvement of Russian railway-related higher education establishments;Best practices
in Freight Cargo operations; andJoint development of multi modal terminals in India.

1.

 

Background:

 

Ministry of Railways have signed MoUs/ MoCs for technical cooperation in the rail sector with
various foreign Governments and National Railways. The identified areas of cooperation include
high speed rail, speed raising of existing routes, development of world class stations, heavy haul
operations and modernization of rail infrastructure etc. The cooperation is achieved through
exchange of information on developments in areas of railway technology & operations,
knowledge sharing, technical visits, training & seminars and workshops in areas of mutual
interest.

 

*****
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Read this release in: Marathi , Bengali , Bengali , Assamese , Gujarati , Tamil , Telugu ,
Malayalam

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-03

XI CALLS FOR ‘NEW ERA’ IN TIES WITH PAK.
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developing countries on India's

interests

Forging ties:China’s President Xi Jinping, right, and Pakistan PM Imran Khan in Beijing.AP  

Pakistan’s Prime Minister, Imran Khan has arrived in Beijing to rework “all-weather” ties with
China, after reinforcing Islamabad’s bonds with Saudi Arabia, and keeping the door open for the
re-entry of West-backed International Monetary Fund (IMF) into his country.

He was received at the airport in the early hours on Friday by Chinese Minister for Transport Li
Xiaopeng, Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Yao Jing and Ambassador of Pakistan to China
Masood Khalid. In the afternoon, Mr. Khan was welcomed by Chinese President Xi Jinping at
the Great Hall of the People.

Mr. Khan has arrived at a time when Pakistan’s economy is in doldrums, and could benefit from
financial support from China — Islamabad’s longstanding ally.

This was evident during Mr. Khan’s interaction with President Xi. “My party has only been in
power for two months. Unfortunately we have inherited a very difficult economic situation,”
Reuters quoted Mr. Khan as saying.

“Countries go in cycles. They have their high points, they have their low points. Unfortunately,
our country is going through a low point at the moment with two very big deficits, a fiscal deficit
and a current account deficit. And so we, as I’ve said, have come to learn.”

President Xi responded by stating that China-Pakistan “all weather” friendship should enter a
“new era”. “I attach great importance to China-Pakistan relations and am willing to work together
with the Prime Minister to strengthen the China-Pakistan all-weather strategic partnership and
build a new era of China-Pakistan destiny,” Mr. Xi said.

Low reserves

Talks between the two leaders commenced when Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves have
reached an alarming low of around $8 billion — barely sufficient to finance about two months of
imports. Current account deficit in the financial year that ended in June was around $18 billion.

Prior to Mr. Khan’s arrival in Beijing, Saudi Arabia had come to Pakistan’s aid with a $6 billion
package. That included a $3 billion deposit for one year, to help Pakistan wriggle out of its
immediate balance of payment crisis.

Despite Riyadh’s emergency support, Pakistan is likely to approach China for financial backing
to minimise its requirement for a loan from the IMF.

“What we are hoping is that we do a bit of both, get a loan from the IMF and other loans from
friendly governments,” Mr. Khan said during an investment conference in Riyadh last month.

Pakistani media reports quoted Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry as saying that the Xi-Khan
meeting was “very productive”, and signalled that Pakistan would secure a major economic
package from China. Geo TV, quoting sources, reported that Pakistan is expected to receive $6
billion economic package from China during Mr. Khan’s visit.
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That includes a loan of $1.5 billion and a grant of $1.5 billion, along with an additional package
of $3 billion for the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Analysts point out that China needs Pakistan’s full support to make the CPEC a success. China
has billed the $62 billion project as the flagship undertaking of its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI).
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-03

HOW NOT TO CHOOSE AMONG ALLIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

In May 2012, Hillary Clinton, then U.S. Secretary of State, visited Delhi on behalf of the Western
countries negotiating the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), or the nuclear deal, with
Iran, to convince India to cut its oil imports from Iran. In her book Hard Choices, she later
recounted her tough battle with the Indian government, as she ran through the reasons India
needed to help put pressure on Iran to return to the negotiating table for the six-party talks.
Eventually, India agreed to cut its imports by only about 15%. But cumulative global pressure
had the desired impact on Iran, where inflation had risen more than 40% and oil exports
declined from 2.5 million barrels of crude each day to about 1 million. JCPOA negotiations that
followed eventually led to a deal hailed by the United Nations, that had quarterbacked the talks
all through.

What is India-Iran oil trade all about?

As U.S. officials have led a series of delegations to New Delhi in the last few months, they have
had a similar mission, but with a completely different backdrop. For starters, the sanctions that
the U.S. now proposes trying to ensure India adheres to have been placed not in order to forge
any deal, but because the Trump administration has walked out of the JCPOA. In this the U.S.
has no support from any other country involved in the deal, and the UN has expressed grave
misgivings about the decision. The U.S. has given no evidence that Iran in any way violated the
terms of the JCPOA — in fact, the International Atomic Energy Agency’s June report concluded
that Iran’s stockpile of uranium and heavy water as well as its implementation of additional
protocols were “in compliance” with the agreement.

Unlike in 2012, the U.S.’s EU allies are now working closely with arch rivals like Russia and
China to put a “special payments mechanism”, primarily with a view to supporting trade to
Tehran to ensure that the Iranian regime does not walk out of the nuclear deal as well.

While the U.S. may succeed in squeezing Iran economically, it is increasingly isolated politically,
as was evident at the most recent Financial Action Task Force meet in Paris where the U.S.
proposed sanctions on Iran for terror funding. Even so, the U.S. has continued on its unilateral
path, without a care for the very “rules-based international order” that it so often invokes.

India should reduce or stop crude oil import from Iran: Moody’s

For India, the impact of the American sanctions plan would be manifold, regardless of the
waiver. To begin with, there is the shock that sanctions would deal to the oil import bill, given
that Iran is India’s third largest supplier. There are not only rising costs of oil to contend with, but
also the added cost of having to recalibrate Indian fuel refineries that are used to process Iran’s
special crude. The second impact would be on India’s investment in the Chabahar port, which
would face both direct and indirect sanctions: as shippers, port suppliers and trading companies
refuse to participate in the project. When India had opened the tenders for cranes for heavy
lifting at Chabahar a few years ago, for example, it found no takers, and eventually was forced to
award the contract to ZPMC in 2017. This problem will only get more acute as sanctions kick in,
threatening India’s $500 million investment in the port and its $2 billion plan for a railway line to
circumvent Pakistan and reach Afghanistan and Central Asian trade lines. Finally, there would
be the impact on India’s regional security situation, which could see the Iranian-Arab divide
deepen, Afghanistan’s choices dwindle and an angry Iran pitched closer into the China-Russia
corner.
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Iran oil: India likely to be exempted from U.S. sanctions

Most worrying for India is that all of the above outcomes will follow regardless of whether the
U.S. gives India a waiver for sanctions or not. While the ‘waiver’ list, which U.S. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo has hinted will be issued on Monday, would stave off penalties and allow
India to continue some of its trade with Iran, it will not restore the pre-2018 situation. The U.S.
has said that it is only issuing temporary waivers, and the waivers are strictly linked to the
condition that countries receiving them keep cutting down their purchases from Iran. Along with
the JCPOA-linked sanctions, India continues to face sanctions linked to the Countering
America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act, which puts more strictures on dealings with Iran,
Russia and North Korea. The waiver is therefore no magic wand to be wished for, as it only
pushes the problems for India down the road.

Meanwhile, little thought has been given to Iran’s reaction if India keeps submitting to the U.S.’s
sanctions regime against it. With trade levels receding, the Iranian regime may well lose
interest in the Chabahar option, and focus on its main port of Bandar Abbas instead, derailing
India’s grander plans for regional connectivity. There is also the worry that all of India’s sacrifices
may come to naught, as Mr. Trump may well use the pressure placed on Iran to his own
advantage, and possibly open talks with Tehran at a later date. Just months after the U.S.
demanded that India close its mission in Pyongyang, Mr. Trump was planning a summit in
Singapore with North Korean leader Kim Jong-un.

Given the heavy costs and in the complete absence of any benefits, it is surprising that the Modi
government has not been more vocal in its protest against the U.S.’s actions. In May this year,
when asked, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj had said very emphatically that India
adheres only to “UN sanctions, not unilateral ones”. Yet, all the government’s moves have been
to the contrary, as American delegations have been allowed to come to Delhi and issue dire
warnings, of the kind Nikki Haley, the U.S.’s envoy to the UN, did. Meanwhile, Indian officials
have made a beeline for Washington to discuss the reasons why India deserves a waiver, from
both Iran and CAATSA sanctions. According to these officials, the U.S. has been apprised of
India’s energy requirement compulsions, and of the cut of about 35-50% in its oil purchases from
Iran. On the CAATSA front, the U.S. has also been assured of a significant reduction in Indian
defence dependence on Russia, and that no weapons procured, like the recently purchased S-
400 missile system, would be used against American interests.

As a result, if the U.S. presses on with sanctions, it would be a marked failure of Indian
diplomacy. And if the waiver does come through, as is indicated, it will be no victory, but signify
an abject submission to the sanctions themselves. With no gains in the offing from a policy of
‘pragmatism’, India may have been better off sticking to principle instead.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-03

BOTSWANA DECIDES TO JOIN THE INTERNATIONAL
SOLAR ALLIANCE: VICE PRESIDENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Africa

Vice President's Secretariat

Botswana decides to join the International Solar Alliance:
Vice President

India decides to enhance defence cooperation by deputing
Indian Army Training Team under ITEC;

MoU signed for the exemption of visa for Indian Diplomats
visiting Botswana;

Holds delegation level talks with Vice President of
Botswana

Posted On: 01 NOV 2018 9:30PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that Botswana announced their
decision to join the International Solar Alliance. He was meeting and holding delegation level
talks with his Botswana counterpart, the Vice President and the Acting President of Botswana,
Mr. Slumber Tsogwane, at the Office of the President of Botswana, in Gaborone, Botswana
today. The Minister of State for Social Justice & Empowerment, Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar and
other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

The two Vice Presidents had a one-on-one meeting which was followed by delegation level
talks. The Vice President of Botswana, Mr. Slumber Tsogwane warmly recalled India’s
contribution to the freedom struggle of many Southern African Nations, including Botswana.   

Both the leaders referred to the close defence cooperation between the two countries
particularly between 1978 till 2012 when Indian Army and Air Force training team were stationed
in Botswana. The Vice President conveyed India's willingness to bear most of the expenditure
including salaries in order to continue the support to Botswana's defence forces.

Botswana appreciated the assistance being given by India in capacity building, particularly under
ITEC. In the last four years, Botswana has utilized more than 600 slots under ITEC, IAFS and
ICCR. The Vice President expressed willingness to enhance the ITEC slots to more than the
140 slots that India is currently extending to Botswana.

The Vice President responded positively to the Government of Botswana's request to impart
Diplomatic training to Botswana's Junior Diplomats.

Both sides agreed to further develop and diversify trade and economic engagement. The
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Botswana side expressed their keenness to have Indian companies, particularly the private
sector, to invest in Botswana. Many Indian companies are already present in Botswana including
three Indian Banks. Our bilateral trade with Botswana has registered an impressive increase of
26 % last year taking it to US$ 1.75 billion. Both sides also agreed to enhance cooperation in
areas like copper mining etc.

Both sides expressed their determination to take bilateral relations to the next level and enhance
cooperation in a range of areas including agricultural, ICT, energy, health, capacity building,
judicial cooperation etc.

It was suggested to the Government of Botswana that RITES, a premier Government of India
Undertaking, currently implementing a number of projects would be interested to participate in
extension of two of Botswana's existing Railway lines.

Botswana also announced their decision to join the International Solar Alliance. This is a very
significant development and was welcomed by Indian side. India also expressed happiness over
Botswana’s continuous support in multilateral fora, reflecting the enduring spirit of friendship
between two countries.

Both sides strongly condemned terrorism in all its forms and manifestations as a global menace.
The various dimensions of counter terrorism steps, including terror financing were discussed.
The Botswana side indicated the various laws enacted to counter terrorism, money laundering,
trafficking, cyber crime, etc. Both sides agreed that UNCCIT should be adopted at the earliest.

Both sides agreed that UN Security Council needs to be reformed to make it more
representative in response to the geo-political realities of the 21st century.

The Botswana side deeply appreciated the cooperation they are receiving from India and from
Indian companies in the area of healthcare. In the context of a request from the Botswana side
for India’s support in tele-medicine, the Indian side conveyed the decision of the Government of
India to extend e-learning and e-health project to all countries in Africa.

The Vice President also indicated India’s strength in traditional medicine, particularly Ayurveda
and Yoga and offered to extend our cooperation in these important areas. This was welcomed
by the Botswana side.

Following the delegation level talks, an MoU between both the Governments for waiving Visa for
Diplomatic Passport holders.

This evening, the Vice President will be addressing and interacting with the vibrant Indian
Community in Botswana. This is a community of more than 7000 whose contribution to
Botswana’s development has been deeply appreciated.

Tomorrow, the Vice President will be meeting prominent CEOs of Indian and Botswana entities
and companies after which he will be visiting the Diamond Trading Centre in Botswana.

The Vice President is also expected to meet the President of Botswana, Dr. Mokgweetsi Eric
Masisi before his departure to Zimbabwe.

***
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-06

PRESERVING THE TABOO: ON NUCLEAR ARMS
CONTROL 

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed countries on India's
interests

Last month, U.S. President Donald Trump declared that the U.S. is quitting the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, a bilateral agreement with Russia signed in 1987. The
decision was not unexpected since the U.S. has long maintained that Russia has been violating
the treaty and Mr. Trump has been critical of arms control agreements because, according to
him, other countries cheat putting the U.S. at a disadvantage.

Mr. Trump’s decision has generated dismay and concern that this will trigger a new nuclear
arms race in Europe and elsewhere. What it ignores is that the INF Treaty reflected the political
reality of the Cold War — of a bi-polar world with two nuclear superpowers — no longer
consistent with today’s multi-polar nuclear world. The greater challenge today is to understand
that existing nuclear arms control instruments can only be preserved if these evolve to take new
realities into account.

Under the INF Treaty, the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. agreed to eliminate within three years all
ground-launched-missiles of 500-5,500 km range and not to develop, produce or deploy these in
future. The U.S. destroyed 846 Pershing IIs and Ground Launched Cruise Missiles (GLCMs);
and the U.S.S.R., 1,846 missiles (SS-4s, SS-5s and SS-20s), along with its support facilities.

 

The INF Treaty was widely welcomed, especially in Europe because these missiles were
deployed in Europe and the treaty was signed on December 8, 1987 in Washington by U.S.
President Ronald Reagan and Soviet General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev. Reagan had earlier
declared, “A nuclear cannot be won and must never be fought,” marking a ratcheting down of
Cold War tensions that had been rising. By the early 1980s, the U.S.S.R. had accumulated
nearly 40,000 nuclear weapons, exceeding the U.S. arsenal. In Europe, Russia replaced single
warhead SS-4s and SS-5s with more accurate 3-warhead SS-20 missiles, heightening
concerns. To reassure its North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) allies about its nuclear
umbrella, the U.S. began deploying Pershing IIs and GLCMs in the U.K., Belgium, Italy and
West Germany, setting off a new arms race.

Growing rhetoric made the Europeans nervous. Realisation dawned that any nuclear conflict on
European soil would only lead to more European casualties, catalysing a movement for ‘no-
deployments’ in Europe. In the 1980s, the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. began three sets of parallel
negotiations — on strategic weapons leading to the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START),
on intermediate-range weapons leading to the INF, and the Nuclear and Space Talks to address
Soviet concerns about Reagan’s newly launched ‘space wars’ programme (Strategic Defense
Initiative).

The INF talks originally considered equal ceilings on both sides but then moved to equal ceilings
and non-deployment in Europe to address the sensitivities of allies. The U.S.S.R. wanted British
and French missiles of similar ranges to be covered but the U.S. rejected the idea as also the
inclusion of older 72 Pershing I missiles already deployed in Germany. To break the stalemate,
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl made an announcement that Germany would unilaterally
dismantle the Pershing 1s while the U.S.S.R. came up with a double global zero covering both
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shorter-range and intermediate-range missiles.

The U.S. agreed, Europe breathed a sigh of relief and the INF was hailed as a great
disarmament treaty even though no nuclear warheads were dismantled and similar range air-
launched and sea-launched missiles were not constrained. Since it was bilateral, the INF Treaty
did not restrict other countries but this hardly mattered as it was the age of bi-polarity and the
U.S.-U.S.S.R. nuclear equation was the only one that counted.

 

Fast forward to 2018. Since 2008, the U.S. has voiced suspicions that with the Novator 9M729
missile tests, Russia was in breach; in 2014, U.S. President Barack Obama formally accused
Russia of violating the INF Treaty. However, he refrained from withdrawal on account of
European concerns. On the other hand, Russia alleges that the U.S. launchers for its missile
defence interceptors deployed in Poland and Romania are dual capable and can be quickly
reconfigured to launch Tomahawk missiles, constituting a violation. China has always had a
number of Chinese missiles in the 500-5,500 km range but its modernisation plans, which
include the commissioning of the DF-26, today raise the U.S.’s concerns.

The U.S.’s 2018 Nuclear Posture Review (NPR) reflects a harsher assessment of the security
environment faced by the U.S. and envisages a more expansive role for nuclear weapons than
in the past. Russia is blamed for seeking the break-up of NATO and a re-ordering of ‘European
and Middle East security and economic structures in its favour’. China is identified for the first
time as a strategic competitor seeking regional hegemony in the Indo-Pacific region in the near-
term and ‘displacement of the U.S. to achieve global pre-eminence in the future’. A 30-year
modernisation plan with a price tag of $1.2 trillion with new nuclear-armed sea-launched cruise
missile (SLCMs) and low-yield warheads is detailed in the NPR. Russia has unveiled plans to
develop a new nuclear torpedo and nuclear-powered cruise missile.

Even more worrisome are developments that blur the line between nuclear and conventional
weapons. In order to lessen its dependence on nuclear weapons, the U.S. developed layered
missile defences and conventional Prompt Global Strike (PGS) capabilities that use
conventional payloads against strategic targets. Other countries have responded with
hypersonics and a shift to lower yield tactical warheads. With growing dependence on space-
based and cyber systems, such asymmetric approaches only increase the risks of accidental
and inadvertent nuclear escalation.

The key difference with today’s return of major power rivalry is that it is no longer a bi-polar
world, and nuclear arms control is no longer governed by a single binary equation. There are
multiple nuclear equations — U.S.-Russia, U.S.-China, U.S.-North Korea, India-Pakistan, India-
China, but none is standalone. Therefore, neither nuclear stability nor strategic stability in
today’s world can be ensured by the U.S. and Russia alone and this requires us to think afresh.

The INF Treaty is not the first casualty of unravelling nuclear arms control. In December 2001,
the U.S. unilaterally withdrew from the 1972 Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty with the U.S.S.R.
which limited deployment of ABM systems thereby ensuring mutual vulnerability, a key
ingredient of deterrence stability in the bipolar era. The next casualty is likely to be the New
START agreement between the U.S. and Russia, which will lapse in 2021, unless renewed for a
five-year period. This limits both countries to 700 deployed intercontinental ballistic missiles
(ICBMs), submarine-launched ballistic missile (SLBMs) and heavy bombers and 1,550
warheads each. However, Mr. Trump has described it as “one of several bad deals negotiated
by the Obama administration”. The lapse of the New START would mark the first time since
1968 that the U.S. and Russian nuclear arsenals would be unconstrained by any agreement.
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The political disconnect is also evident in the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT), the most successful example of multilateral arms control. It has become a
victim of its success. It can neither accommodate the four countries outside it (India, Israel,
North Korea and Pakistan) as all four possess nuclear weapons, nor can it register any progress
on nuclear disarmament. It succeeded in delegitimising nuclear proliferation but not nuclear
weapons. This is why NPT Review Conferences have become increasingly contentious.

The most important achievement of nuclear arms control is that the taboo against use of nuclear
weapons has held since 1945. Preserving the taboo is critical but this needs realisation that
existing nuclear arms control has to be brought into line with today’s political realities.

Rakesh Sood is a former Special Envoy of the Prime Minister for Nuclear Disarmament and
Non-Proliferation and currently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research Foundation. E-
mail: rakeshsood2001@yahoo.com
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2018-11-06

BOWING TO BEIJING
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developing countries on India's

interests

Recreating the classic ‘mohalle ki Diwali’ on Digital?

The dramatic expansion of Beijing’s power — including economic, military and political — over
the last few decades has significantly altered equations between China and other major powers
including the US. The power imbalance is even more pronounced between China and its
neighbours. It is reflected in how China deals with India and Pakistan. India has struggled to
come to terms with this growing imbalance in recent years. Pakistan’s problems with China are
bigger, given its economic weakness, and could not be masked during Prime Minister Imran
Khan’s visit to China over the weekend. While there were no big apparent gains for Khan during
the trip, he had to make a bow to Chinese concerns.

Consider for example, Khan’s urgent priority on securing China’s fiscal support to tide over the
massive balance of payments crisis that he has inherited. In his first trip abroad to Saudi Arabia
a few days ago, Khan had secured funding worth $6 billion from Riyadh. If he was looking for a
similar announcement from Beijing, there was none forthcoming in the public. On the
controversial China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, Khan had to retreat from his earlier criticism of
CPEC projects and the promise to “review” them. The joint statement issued in Beijing
expressed “satisfaction” at the progress so far and declared “complete consensus on the future
trajectory of CPEC”. Whatever concerns Pakistan might have on China’s reported ill-treatment of
the Muslim population in Xinjiang, or East Turkestan as it often called, there was no question of
Khan raising it in Beijing, in private or in public. He had to offer, instead, a ringing endorsement
of China’s efforts on “safeguarding its sovereignty and security, and combating separatism,
terrorism and extremism including East Turkistan Islamic Movement (ETIM)”.

In return, China seemed to offer words of comfort to Pakistan on Kashmir by emphasising the
importance of resolving “long-standing issues” in the Subcontinent. In a reference to the Masood
Azhar case, Beijing joined Khan in criticising India for trying to politicise the UN process of
designating terrorists. It praised Pakistan’s efforts to combat terrorism, and called on the
international community to ease the potential threat of sanctions under the guidelines of the
Financial Action Task Force. It also promised to support Pakistan’s entry into the Nuclear
Supplier Group. If India had any expectations that China would become a little more neutral on
issues between Delhi and Islamabad after the Wuhan summit, there was little to cheer from the
joint statement. Islamabad too is beginning to figure out that for all the talk of an “all weather
partnership”, China will set the terms of the relationship and Pakistan has no choice but to go
along. If India and Pakistan can’t stop their mutual bickering, their respective leverages with a
rising China will continue to diminish.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-06

MOU SIGNED BETWEEN MINISTRY OF YOUTH
AFFAIRS AND SPORTS OF INDIA AND THE MINISTRY
OF CULTURE, SPORTS AND TOURISM OF THE
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - East Asia

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

MoU signed between Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
of India and the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism of
the Republic of Korea

Posted On: 05 NOV 2018 4:18PM by PIB Delhi

            A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the Ministry of Youth
Affairs and Sports of India and the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism of the Republic of
Korea on sports cooperation here today. From Indian side the MoU was signed by the Minister
of State(I/C) Youth Affairs and Sports Col. Rajyavardhan Rathore and the Korean side was
represented by their Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism H.E DO JONGHWAN.

            The objective of this Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is to establish a framework
to facilitate and promote cooperation between the two countries on the basis of reciprocity and
mutual benefit. The cooperation under this MoU may include areas like (a) Exchange of
coaches, athletes, experts;(b) Exchange of scientific and methodical materials (c) Joint training
for athletes and officials;(d) Participation in sports event, seminars, symposia and conferences
organized by either country etc. The two countries will encourage exchanges and cooperative
actions between sports authorities, sports federations and other sports bodies in the different
areas of cooperation, as jointly decided.

            Expressing happiness over the signing of the MoU, Col. Rajyavardhan Rathore said that
such initiative would broaden the cooperation between the two countries not only in the fieldof
sports but also in other areas. He further stated that two countries must also collaborate in
sports such as Archery and Taekwondo where Republic of Korea is one of the pioneer
countries. The best practices in management of sports infrastructure, governance of sports
followed by the Republic of Koreas need to be studied for improvement in our system, he added.

            Speaking on the occasion, Minister of Culture, Sports and Tourism H.E. DO
JONGHWAN said that his country always looks forward to working with India in Sports.
Relationship with India is priority for their leadership and they would be happy to provide
assistance to India in areas of common interest. The Korean side invited Hon’ble Minister to visit
their country.

Col.Rajyavardhan Rathore presented an audio collection of Ram Charit Manas and Quotes of
Mahatama Gandhi to the Korean Minister.

*****
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2018-11-07

OPINION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

Does the 21st century belong to the Middle Kingdom? “In this Chinese century, there are no
permanent enmities nor friendships,” says the mouthpiece of the international liberal trade order.
“It will not be a sentimental age,” according to The Economist magazine in its column Chagun|
Latin lessons on 3 November. “China is playing a very important role and is taking
responsibilities on a global scale,” says Swiss President Alain Berset. It is difficult to predict how
the 21st century will unfold, but the manner in which China is taking international responsibilities
is an encouraging development, he told Mint on 5 November.

But other western countries, particularly the US, are not so sanguine about China’s role in the
evolving global order. Indeed, they fear that Beijing will create new rules to advance its strategic
and economic interests like what the Roman empire did. The US wants to stop China from
making further advances in high-technology areas through the alleged theft of American
intellectual properties and forced transfer of technology policies. Washington has escalated a
destructive trade war with China over the past two years by imposing crowbar tariffs on $250
billion worth of Chinese goods. It could bring the remaining Chinese goods worth of $267 billion
under the dragnet of punitive tariffs.

Much would now depend on what the transactional US President Donald Trump will do when he
meets his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping later this month at a G20 summit in Buenos Aires. “I
know they want to make a deal,” Trump claimed on Friday, without evidence. “They (China)
have been hit very hard, their economy has been very, very bad,” he said. Unsurprisingly, the
optimism of a possible deal with China as echoed by President Trump is not shared by his White
House National Economic Council director Larry Kudlow who reckons that a deal with China is
not imminent. “Beijing so far has not offered any kind of deal or even responded to the US ‘asks’
(demands),” Kudlow said in an interview to Fox, according to the Washington Trade Daily of 5
November.

Regardless of the outcome of the summit of the leaders of the world’s two largest economies at
Buenos Aires in the next three weeks, it is clear as daylight that China has challenged countries
to close ranks in rescuing the fragile international trade order from the brutal grip of Uncle Sam.
The six-day China trade show that started in Shanghai on Monday is not just a marketplace for
trading the wares from every nook and corner of the world. It embodies a grand agenda: China
will bring its tariffs down to levels closer to what the US and other countries of the North Atlantic
had managed to do over a period of 200 years. Beijing has also signalled that it will enhance
intellectual property protection like other industrialized countries. “Openness has become a
trademark of China,” said President Xi at Shanghai trade fair, in what appears to be a subtle dig
at his American counterpart who is now aggressively pursuing “America First” trade policies.
“China has grown by embracing the world, and the world has also benefited by China’s opening
up,” Xi emphasized. “The ideas of the law of the jungle and winner take all increasingly lead to a
dead end.”

But time has come for China to walk the talk on two fronts. While Beijing is receptive to the
demands of the US, the European Union, and Japan, among others, for lowering tariffs and
increasing the scale of intellectual protection, China must allay the fears about its strategic and
economic forays into countries of the global South. True, China is lending money for huge
infrastructure projects across Asia, South America, Eastern Europe and East Africa which, in
these times of capital drought, is difficult to come by. But countries are also alarmed over the
growing debt trap caused by Chinese investments. Kenya, which is one of the biggest
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beneficiaries of Chinese assistance, says trade with China has increased eightfold in the past
decade. “This trade, however, was heavily skewed in favour of China,” Kenya’s President Uhuru
Kenyatta subtly remarked at Shanghai on Monday.

Moreover, China must decide once and for all whether it is prepared to advance the interests of
developing and poorest countries in the global trading system by rectifying the asymmetrical
World Trade Organization rules in agriculture and other vital areas, including resurrecting a
credible dispute resolution mechanism. Or, does it prefer to embrace new plurilateral issues
such as liberal rules for e-commerce and investment facilitation and trade and gender, among
others, as demanded by northern countries? It is also not clear whether China will accept new
disciplines for industrial subsidies and forced transfer of technology and intrusive transparency
and notification procedures as demanded by the US, EU and Japan. Last but not least, Beijing
wants special and differential flexibilities in agriculture and other areas like other developing
countries and is not ready to give up like Taipei. Clearly, China faces a defining moment now, as
hunting with the northern hounds and running with the southern hares could damage its
credibility irreparably.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-07

INDIA’S COMMITMENT TO SUPPORT AFRICA HAS
BEEN UNEQUIVOCALLY ACKNOWLEDGED BY THE
AFRICAN LEADERSHIP: VICE PRESIDENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Africa

Vice President's Secretariat

India’s commitment to support Africa has been
unequivocally acknowledged by the African leadership:
Vice President

Inaugurates 'India for Humanity' meant to commemorate
the 150 birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in Malawi;

Launches the very first Jaipur Foot Camp in this series;

Vice President successfully completes 3-nation Africa Visit

Posted On: 06 NOV 2018 12:18PM by PIB Delhi

Extending India’s continuous engagement with Africa, the Vice President of India,
Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has successfully completed the three nations visit to
Botswana, Zimbabwe and Malawi, today. During his weeklong visit, he held wide
range discussions with the President of Botswana, Mr. Mokgweetsi Masisi, the
President of Zimbabwe, Mr. Emmerson Mnangagwa and the President of Malawi, Mr.
Peter Mutharika and other leaders in line with Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi had
recently set out 10 guiding principles to enhance our engagement with Africa.

The Vice President was received with great warmth and affection in all the three
nations. The President of Botswana broke protocol and flew back from his visit to
Mozambique to meet the Vice President when he was leaving for Zimbabwe at the
airport.

The President of Zimbabwe, Mr. Emmerson Mnangagwa spent more than an hour
with Shri Naidu to discuss various issues of mutual interest and in Malawi, the
President hosted luncheon in the honour of the Vice President where the first lady
was also present. 

The Vice President’s visit was very significant as this was the first high level visit after
a significant gap to these three countries.  In fact, in Zimbabwe, it was after 21 years. 

Speaking to media onboard Air India One, the Vice President said that with the high
level visit of the Vice President, India has been able to make 29 visits to Africa at the
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level President, Vice President and Prime Minister and called it an unprecedented
feat. He further said that his visit would help to build on strong foundations and take
relations to next level by reinforcing existing ties and forging relationship in new
areas. The outcome of my visit clearly indicates that this has been achieved, he
added.

India’s commitment to support Africa in its developmental process and its efforts in
improving diplomatic, bilateral and people-to-people contacts have been
unequivocally acknowledged by all the three Presidents, he said.

The Vice President said that Zimbabwe President openly thanking India for standing
by the country during their period of isolation was recognition to India’s commitment.
He said the leadership of the all three nations thanked India for a sustained
development assistance extended through Lines of Credit and grants for various
projects.

During his visit, India made substantial commitment to Botswana, Zimbabwe and
Malawi on development partnership and assistance. US$ 350 million for projects in
Zimbabwe, US $ 220 million of Lines of Credit for water supply projects in Malawi as
well as setting up of Mahatma Gandhi Convention Centre in Zimbabwe and Malawi
as grant assistance were among those.

The Vice President said that capacity building was of special interest to all three
countries and they were uniformly appreciative of India's ITEC programme and the
generous slots we give for training of their nationals in a variety of fields. With
Botswana, the Vice President offered to increase the slots from the current 140 per
year. India also agreed to depute experts for training of their junior diplomats. We are
also deputing 5 experts in various fields to assist Zimbabwe under ITEC, he added.

During his interactions with the Vice President and the leadership of three African
Nations crucial issues including capacity building, technological knowledge sharing
through ITEC programmes, opportunities in trading Minerals including uranium,
copper, nickel and railways and infrastructure, logistics etc topped the list. India’s
support in providing Skill Development, tele-education and tele-medicine in African
region was appreciated by the leadership.

The Vice President’s visit also witnessed signing of Memorandum of Understandings
with all the three nations. MoU with Malawi on providing capacity building in nuclear
energy regulatory framework, and its protection, MoU on geology, mining and
minerals was signed with Zimbabwe apart from exploring options to have direct
trading in raw diamonds with Botswana and Zimbabwe. India signed an MoU on
Traditional Medicine with Zimbabwe too.

Other important Agreements included Extradition treaty with Malawi and an
agreement in Broadcasting by Prasar Bharati, another one in Arts, Culture, Heritage
and an Action Plan on ICT with Zimbabwe.

In the area of health, all three countries were deeply appreciative of medical services
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in India as well as the services being rendered by our private sector hospitals in their
respective countries and the ever-increasing need for Indian pharmaceuticals
products. The Vice President also announced the gifting of Bhabhatron Cancer
machine in Malawi and ambulances and life saving drugs in all three countries.

The Vice President informed them about Indian traditional medicine, particularly
ayurveda and yoga, and the leadership was in agreement of the fact that there was
considerable scope in these areas since all three countries have their own traditional
medicine as well. 

Agriculture being a crucial area of interest for Africa, All three leaders welcomed the
possibility of greater involvement of India in their agriculture sector. The Vice
President promised to explore the possibility of greater involvement from our side
particularly for value addition and food processing.

The leadership on both sides recognised the need to have greater cooperation in
defence sector. Sending Indian Army Training team to Botswana, extending training
slots in defence to Zimbabwe and Malawi were among those discussed during Shri
Naidu’s interactions. All three leaders agreed with the Vice President that security
cooperation, particularly in counter-terrorism needs to be strengthened.

In all the three countries, the Vice President interacted with the local and Indian
businessman operating there. He was also given the rare honour of inaugurating their
prestigious annual Global Expo 2018 where India was represented by 28 companies
making it the largest contingent in the event.

Amidst the hectic schedule of bilateral meetings, the Vice President also took time to
visit the Diamond Trading Center in Botswana. He also unveiled the plaque to
inaugurate the Business Incubation Centre in Malawi built with Indian grant
assistance.

The Vice President addressed Indian communities in all the three nations and
addressed them during community receptions hosted by respective Ambassadors.
During his interactions, he highlighted the transformative reforms undertaken by the
Narendra Modi government and informed the audience the growth story of India that
is inching closer to become third largest economy in the world.

The Vice President had expressed his happiness for the contribution of the Diaspora
in India and their present place of stay. He said that it was heartening to hear about
the Diaspora’s contribution in the economic development of the three nations. 

The Vice President thanked the leadership for supporting India at various
international fora including the United Nations. All three leaders expressed their
desire to work with India on Solar energy and deeply appreciated India’s initiative on
the International Solar Alliance.

While Malawi had already signed and ratified the framework agreement on
International Solar Alliance, Zimbabwe has signed ISA and, during the Vice
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President’s visit Botswana, they conveyed to him of their decision to sign it shortly.

The Vice President inaugurated the unique event “India for Humanity” meant to
commemorate the 150 birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi in Malawi. India would
be organising camps of the well known Jaipur Foot in all parts of the world and serve
the needy with necessary support.

The Government is partnering Bhagwan Mahavir Viklang Sahayata Samiti in this
“India for Humanity” initiative. 

The Vice President was given the honour of launching the very first Jaipur Foot Camp
in this series in Malawi in Africa as Mahatma Gandhi spent more than two decades
and eventually led a non-violent movement that liberated India from colonialism and
inspired African leaders to free their countries as well.

The Vice President was accompanied by a high level delegation comprising of the
Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment, Shri Krishan Pal Gurjar and
two members of Parliament namely Shri K. Suresh and Shri V. Muraleedharan, in
addition to senior officials.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-08

ASEAN MEMBER COUNTRIES OF RCEP OFFER INDIA
CONCESSION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: RCEP

Make hay:India can gain, since much is diverted from Chinadue to trade tensions, says a
diplomat.getty images/istock  

Several Asian member countries of the proposed Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) have offered India a significant concession on the extent to which it needs
to open up its markets, in a bid to encourage it to join the partnership quickly, according to a
diplomat from Singapore.

The RCEP is a proposed trade agreement between the 10 Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) countries and their six free trade agreement partners, namely Australia, China,
India, Japan, Korea, and New Zealand.

The grouping would comprise 25% of global GDP, 30% of global trade, 26% of FDI flows, and
45% of the population.

“The ASEAN countries are keen to have India as part of the partnership and have made India a
concessional offer of opening up only about 83% of its market, as compared to the original 92%
that the RCEP agreement stipulated,” the Singaporean diplomat said on condition of anonymity.

Trade with China

“And regarding India’s concerns about further opening its market to China and skewing the trade
deficit between them further, the RCEP allows for bilateral agreements also to be made so India
can perhaps open up to China gradually and not in one go.”

Opening up its market to China has been India’s main concern about joining RCEP, a sentiment
echoed by the Commerce Ministry, NITI Aayog, and then Chief Economic Advisor Arvind
Subramanian.

India has achieved some success regarding some of its other concerns, such as getting the
other RCEP countries to liberalise their services markets and allow for a more free movement of
service sector professionals.

“India stands to gain a lot from joining RCEP,” the Singaporean diplomat added. “At a time when
so much trade is being diverted from China because of the ongoing trade tensions with the U.S.,
India can corner a lot of this if it joins RCEP.”

Ahead of the November 14 RCEP summit, some of the countries led by Singapore, which holds
the presidency of the ASEAN this year, have been keen to at least announce an agreement on
“substantial outcomes” by December 31.

“The target is to conclude as much as possible this year,” said a diplomat from another RCEP
country, adding that there was “some distinction” still between those arguing for “substantial
conclusion” and those for “substantial progress”, which leaders at the RCEP summit are
expected to try and iron out.
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December deadline

However, the official from Singapore added that it was unlikely that India would make a decision
regarding this before the general elections in 2019, even though the RCEP countries have set a
December 2018 internal deadline for the “substantial outcomes”.

India and a few other countries want only a statement on “substantial progress” to be made
during the summit, and for negotiations to be pushed into the second half of next year.

Apart from India, Indonesia and Australia are also due to go to elections in 2019, and while this
adds to the urgency of concluding the RCEP negotiations, it makes it harder for governments to
give any concessions on tariffs and subsidies closer to polls, given political compulsions,
diplomats said.

Japan’s concern

During last week’s summit in Tokyo, Japanese Prime Shinzo Abe is understood to have brought
up the issue as well.

“Both India and Japan are committed to freer trade, and during the visit of Prime Minister Modi to
Japan, it was also agreed to work on the early conclusion of RCEP as well,” Japanese Deputy
Chief of Mission Hideki Asari told The Hindu.

“Negotiators are working very very hard [to complete the RCEP negotiations by year-end]. But
for any trade negotiation, the conclusion is the hardest part,” said Mr. Asari.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-08

CHINA ROPES IN INDIA AS DIGITAL ECONOMY
PARTNER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

China seems inclined to source pharmaceuticals and agro-products, say analysts.  

In tune with its rise as an Internet giant, China is roping in India as a niche digital partner, as part
of Beijing’s drive to cyber-connect with Eurasia — its new frontier for trade and investments.

At a conference on defining common international standards for two-dimensional (2D) barcodes
— the gateways for linking genuine buyers and sellers, as well as making digital payments by
scanning QR codes — Chinese officials said that India is already on board in this global
exercise.

Last November Zheng Chao, Executive Director of the Global Unified Two-Dimensional Code
Registration Management Centre (UTC), based in Beijing, signed a “strategic cooperation”
agreement on 2D coding with his Indian counterpart. As a result, UTC (India) was formed.

“In China, there has been a growing awareness of India’s strengths in the pharmaceutical sector
and other areas. But the challenge is how to find genuine buyers and sellers. That is where 2D
codes become important to solve the problem by eliminating fraudulent buyers and sellers
online,” says Tian Furong, Director of the India Universal Two-dimensional code registration
centre.

She points out that so far, only exports of Indian pharmaceuticals and cotton are being funneled
through the 2D coding route, though other items are likely to be added in the future.

Analysts say that China appears more inclined to source pharmaceuticals and agro-products
from India.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-08

INDIA AND THE U.S., OCEANS APART
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

The U.S. has sold nearly $15 billion worth of arms to India over the last 10 years. So the Donald
Trump administration’s displeasure at India’s recent decision to buy the S-400 missile system
from Russia puts a question mark about the future of India-U.S. cooperation in the Indo-Pacific
for three reasons. Washington perceives Russia as a security threat. It stresses interoperability
with U.S. armed forces. And, believing that the U.S. makes ‘the best military product in the
world’, Mr. Trump aims to help American defence firms compete successfully against Russian
and Chinese arms manufacturers.

Some in New Delhi have interpreted Washington’s use of the label “Indo-Pacific” to mean that
the U.S. has made India the central point of the Indo-Pacific. But neither Mr. Trump nor the
National Security Strategy (NSS) document of 2017, (which outlined America’s top security
concerns, have corroborated the Indian interpretation.

When Mr. Trump first spoke about the Indo-Pacific at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) Summit in Da Nang, Vietnam, in November 2017, he hailed Vietnam as being at “the
very heart of the Indo-Pacific”. The NSS 2017 views the Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and APEC as “centerpieces of the Indo-Pacific’s regional architecture”.

The Indo-Pacific, as described in the NSS, represents the most populous and economically
dynamic part of the world and “stretches from the west coast of India to the western shores of
the United States”.

That strategic vision does not cater to India’s interests. The NSS 2017 has omitted some of
India’s most vital interests, including the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea. Also left out is the
Strait of Malacca, which links the Indian and Pacific Oceans and is India’s gateway to trade with
Southeast Asia, Japan and South Korea.

Mr. Trump’s concept of the Indo-Pacific seeks to counter China’s assertiveness in Asia. China is
the main security threat to U.S. primacy in Asia. It also has a long-standing border dispute with
India. That gives India and the U.S. a shared interest in countering China’s growing military
power and territorial revisionist tendencies. But do they agree on how it could be done?

For Mr. Trump, economic security is national security. The NSS 2017 recognises that China’s
military power rests on its economic progress and its focus is on blunting China’s competitive
edge.

Mr. Trump’s ideal of “America first” is about protecting American jobs, ensuring reciprocal
bilateral trade practices, and the key role of the private sector — not the state — in directing
investment. Do these priorities align with India’s economic and trade policies?

Business engagement is at the centre of the Trump administration’s strategy for a “free and
open Indo-Pacific”. For India, defence cooperation is the most significant dimension of the India-
U.S. strategic partnership.

India itself is unclear about what it means by the Indo-Pacific. New Delhi has tended to present
the term “Indo-Pacific” as raising India’s strategic stature. But at the Shangri-La Dialogue in
June, Prime Minister Narendra Modi hailed ASEAN as the foundation of the Indo-Pacific and
asserted that a geographical definition could not be a strategy to contain any country.
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How useful is India to the U.S.? The NSS says: “Prosperous states are stronger security
partners who are able to share the burden of confronting common threats.” Is the current talk of
India’s economic prowess more about potential than reality? China’s economy ($14 trillion) is
nearly five times bigger than India’s, and its defence spending ($228 billion) is far more than
India’s $63 billion.

Mr. Trump wants India to offer more investment to Asian countries. But India needs Chinese
investment to upgrade its own infrastructure and is nowhere near competing successfully
against China as an investor in Southeast Asia. In 2016, two-way trade between India and
ASEAN moved up to $71.6 billion. In contrast, two-way trade between China and ASEAN stood
at more than $452 billion. Moreover, Mr. Trump’s contemptuous labelling of India as the “tariff
king” points to strong differences over trade practices.

At another level, maritime power is the key to international clout in the 21st century. About 90%
of India’s trade passes through the Indian Ocean. India has less than 20 submarines in service;
China 78. That is one reason why India needs the intelligence-sharing and drones promised by
the U.S. at the 2+2 Dialogue in September to detect Chinese submarines in the Indian Ocean.
Significantly, of India’s three services, its Navy gets around 15% of the defence budget. The
U.S. Navy and Marines get the lion’s share of the U.S. military budget.

Moreover, in April 2017, China successfully launched its second aircraft carrier, which was
domestically built. But it will be many years before India’s second home-built aircraft carrier
becomes operational. Unsurprisingly, the U.S. is sceptical about India’s capacity to counter the
growing influence of China in the Indian and Pacific Oceans.

Dependent on the U.S. and Russia for most of its arms — and on the U.S. and China for much
of its trade — India’s simultaneous efforts to cultivate good relations with the U.S., Russia and
China highlight the conceptual differences between New Delhi and Washington on the Indo-
Pacific and on how best to counter China in Asia. India-U.S. ties could also be encumbered by
India’s need for greater economic strength, its red tape and its trading methods.

Sovereignty is, above all, sovereignty in foreign policy, said Jawaharlal Nehru. The extent to
which India’s purchase of the S-400 will widen the gap between it and the U.S. on the Indo-
Pacific will soon become apparent.

Anita Inder Singh is a Founding Professor of the Centre for Peace and Conflict Resolution in
New Delhi
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-09

INDIA TO JOIN AFGHANISTAN PEACE TALKS TODAY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

In a significant departure from India’s stand on engaging the Taliban, the government
announced it would participate at a “non-official” level. Two former senior diplomats will attend
talks on the Afghanistan peace process to be held in Russia on Friday.

The talks, known as the “Moscow format” will include a “high-level” delegation from the Taliban
as well as a delegation of Afghanistan’s “High Peace Council”, along with representatives of 12
countries, and will mark the first time an Indian delegation has been present at the table with the
Taliban representatives based in Doha.

On Thursday, the United States said it would send representatives from its embassy in Moscow
to the talks; Pakistan is also expected to send a representative.

“India supports all efforts at peace and reconciliation in Afghanistan that will preserve unity and
plurality, and bring security, stability and prosperity to the country. India’s consistent policy has
been that such efforts should be Afghan-led, Afghan-owned, and Afghan-controlled and with
participation of the Government of Afghanistan,” said MEA spokesperson Raveesh Kumar,
adding that “Our participation at the meeting will be at the non-official level.”

Sources told The Hindu that India would send two retired diplomats, Amar Sinha and TCA
Raghavan as its representatives. While Mr. Sinha was Ambassador to Kabul (2013-2016), Mr.
Raghavan has held senior posts in the MEA dealing with Afghanistan and Pakistan, was High
Commissioner to Islamabad (2013-2015) and is currently the Director-General of the
government-run Indian Council of World Affairs — a think tank based in Delhi.

The Russian government welcomed India’s decision to participate in the talks on November 9.
“We highly regard Indian support in the peace process in Afghanistan and welcome Indian
readiness and that of other partner countries in the Moscow format,” a Russian Embassy
statement said on Thursday.

Significant shift

Asked why India’s stand had undergone a significant shift vis-à-vis the Taliban, government
officials said the decision was the outcome of “close discussions with the Afghanistan
government,” and it was felt necessary for India to have a “presence” there.

Analysts see the Modi government’s decision as a significant marker in the Afghan dialogue
process, given that India has in the past declined to participate in the Moscow format with the
Taliban unless the Afghan government participated. A Russian proposal to hold the talks on
September 4 had to be cancelled after the U.S. pulled out, and the Ghani government opposed
them.

“India would have preferred a direct process between the Ghani government and the Taliban,
but since that is not possible, a regional process like this one is the next best option. It is to
Russia’s credit that they have been able to bring everyone to the table for this round of talks,”
former Ambassador to Afghanistan Rakesh Sood told The Hindu .

The Ghani government said this week it was allowing the delegation of the High Peace Council
(HPC) that is designated to further the reconciliation process with the Taliban, on the
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understanding that the Moscow format will lead to direct talks with the Taliban. “If it does not
happen..., then this will reflect the intention of the Taliban and this means they [Taliban] are not
prepared for peace,” Afghan Ministry of Foreign Affairs spokesman Sibghat Ahmadi was quoted
in local reports.

Apart from the Taliban leadership based in Doha and the HPC, the Russian government has
invited delegations from India, Pakistan, the U.S., China, Iran and five Central Asian Republics.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-09

CABINET APPROVES AGREEMENT BETWEEN INDIA
AND MOROCCO ON MUTUAL LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN
CIVIL AND COMMERCIAL MATTERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Africa

Cabinet

Cabinet approves Agreement between India and Morocco
on Mutual Legal Assistance in Civil and Commercial
Matters

Posted On: 08 NOV 2018 8:46PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the Agreement
between India and Morocco on Mutual Legal Assistance in Civil and Commercial Matters.

 

Salient features:

Service of summons and other judicial documents or processes;i.
taking of evidence in civil matters;ii.
production, identification or examination of documents, recordings;iii.
The execution of a Letter of Request for taking of evidence in civil matters; andiv.
 Recognition and enforcement of arbitral awards.v.
 

Benefits:

The Agreement will be beneficial for the citizens of both the countries. It will also fulfill the desire
of both the countries to strengthen the bonds of friendship and fruitful cooperation in the Civil
and Commercial matters, which is the spirit, essence and language of the agreement.This
agreement between India and Morocco will enhance co-operation in the service of summons,
judicial documents, letters of request and the execution of judgments decrees and arbitral
awards.

 

Background:

Ties of India and African countries are from pre-independence era. India and Morocco have
enjoyed cordial and friendly relations and over the years bilateral relations have witnessed
significant depth and growth. Both nations are part of the Non-Aligned Movement. In the United
Nations, India supported the decolonization of Morocco and the Moroccan freedom movement.
India recognized Morocco on June 20, 1956 and established relations in 1957. India believes in
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the necessity of enhancing the domain of mutual co-operation with Morocco and realizing the
importance of broadening the aspects of cooperation between both the countries in Civil and
Commercial Matters.

*****

AKT/NW/SH

(Release ID: 1552170) Visitor Counter : 367

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-09

CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND ITALY
FOR CONTINUING TRAINING AND EDUCATION IN THE
FIELDS OF LABOUR AND EMPLOYMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: European Union (EU)

Cabinet

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Italy for
continuing training and education in the fields of Labour
and Employment

Posted On: 08 NOV 2018 8:43PM by PIB Delhi

          The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Italy for training and education in the
fields of Labour and Employment.

Benefits:

 

          The MoU will facilitate expansion of the training and education activities to promote decent
work in the world of work, through:

 

conducting joint training programmes on training methodologies and techniques;●

developing new training modules for different social partners;●

organizing customized training programmers in different themes on labour and employment;●

undertaking evaluation of training methodologies;●

exchanging of good practices in training programmes, particularly in the context of labour
administration; assisting each other in the delivery and facilitation of the training modules
and organizing study visits; and

●

exchanging of trainers for sharing of knowledge and information.●

 

Major Impact:

 

 

          The major impact of the MoU would be up-gradation of technical capacities of both the
institutions in responding to the challenges emanating from transformations in the world of work.
It will enhance the technical capabilities of developing and organising international training
programmes and the evolution of V.V.Giri National Labour Institute (VVGNLI) as a leading
training institution in the Asia-Pacific region. The MoU will expand its outreach to wide range of
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social partners from the entire Asia Pacific Region.

 

 

Background:

 

 

The V.V Giri National Labour Institute (VVGNLI), NOIDA an autonomous body under the
Ministry of Labour and Employment, Government of India and the International Training
Centre of the International Labour Organisation (ITC-ILO), Turin signed anMoU in 2012 and
have collaborated on several activities with mutual sharing of knowledge and experience.
The MoUaim to formalize the collaboration between the institutions for continuing the
professional collaboration.

i.

 

International Training Centre (ITC) of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) was
established in 1964 in Turin. It has since evolved as the most important focal point for
imparting training on different dimensions on labour at the international level. ITC has a
vast reservoir of international expertise on employment, labour, human resource
development, and capacity building. One of the major objectives of ITC is to forge
partnership with premier institutions engaged in training activities in the field of labour and
employment.

ii.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-11

BILATERAL EXERCISE BETWEEN INDIAN & REPUBLIC
OF SINGAPORE NAVIES – SIMBEX 18 - MARKS SILVER
JUBILEE THIS YEAR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

Ministry of Defence

Bilateral Exercise Between Indian & Republic of Singapore
Navies – SIMBEX 18 - marks Silver Jubilee this Year

Posted On: 09 NOV 2018 3:27PM by PIB Delhi

The 25th edition of SIMBEX, an acronym for “Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise” is
scheduled from 10th to 21st November 2018 off Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal. Bilateral
cooperation between Singapore and India was first formalised when RSN ships began training
with the Indian Navy in 1994. What began as a modest endeavour to exchange best practices in
the field of Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW), has in the recent years evolved into a complex high
stakes exercise with both nations attaching premium in terms of time, complex advanced
exercises and type of platforms involved.

Complementing India’s ‘Act-East’ policy, there have been a number of agreements and high
level visits in the recent past between the two countries.  Indo-Singapore bilateral relations have
been on an upswing in the recent past.  Both countries have a full calendar of more than 20
bilateral mechanisms, dialogues and exercises, many of which take place annually.  In
November 2015, the robust relationship between the two countries was elevated to ‘Strategic
Partnership’. 

In June this year, on the side-lines of the Shangrila Dialogue, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong of Singapore inked many agreements including those under the
‘Defence and Strategic Partnership Sectors’. Key among them is the ‘Implementation Agreement
between Indian Navy and Republic of Singapore Navy concerning Mutual Coordination,
Logistics and Services Support for Naval Ships’, Submarines and Naval Aircraft (including Ship
borne Aviation Assets) visits.  The Implementation Agreement since coming in force has
facilitated deployment of naval assets from bases of the other through logistics and services
support. 

Both sides agreed to undertake continuous and institutionalised naval engagements in their
shared maritime space including establishing maritime exercises with like-minded regional /
ASEAN partners.  On the occasion, the Prime Ministers of both countries had commended the
Armed Forces for maintaining a high level of annual exercises, goodwill visits and professional
exchanges. Both Prime Ministers also remarked that they looked forward to the 25th and
enhanced edition of bilateral annual naval exercises SIMBEX.  The previous edition of the
exercise was held off Singapore in the South China Sea in May 2017.

The 2018 edition marks the Silver Jubilee of SIMBEX.  To mark the historical occasion, both
navies are undertaking exercises over an extended geography.  This year, the Indian Navy is
being represented by the Ranvir class destroyer – INS Ranvijay, two Project 17 multirole stealth
frigates – INS Satpura and INS Sahyadri, the Project 28 ASW corvette - INS Kadmatt the Project
25A missile corvettes, INS Kirch, the OPVs INS Sumedha and INS Sukanya, the Fleet Support
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Ship, INS Shakti, a Sindhughosh Class submarine, INS Sindhukirti, the P8I Long Range
Maritime Patrol and ASW aircraft from INAS 312, Dornier 228 Maritime Patrol aircraft from INAS
311, Mk 132 Hawk AJTs from INAS 551 and integral helicopters such as the UH3H, Seaking 42
B, Seaking 42C and Chetak utility helicopters. 

The Republic of Singapore Navy is being represented by two Formidable Class stealth frigates -
RSS Formidable and RSS Steadfast, one Littoral Mission Vessel - RSS Unity, two Missile
Corvettes, RSS Vigour and RSS Valiant, an Archer class Submarine, RSS Swordsman, ‘Swift
Rescue’ a Deep Sea Rescue Vehicle (DSRV), a Fokker F50 maritime reconnaissance aircraft,
embarked S70B helicopters and Scan Eagle unmanned aerial systems.  Indian Navy has
recently inducted its own DSRV and proved the capability at sea on the western seaboard. 

The sea phase of this year’s edition is being conducted under the Command of Rear Admiral
Dinesh K Tripathi, NM, Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet, who will take on the mantle of
the Commander Task Group.  The Deputy Commander Task Group from Singapore Navy will be
SLTC Ho Jee Kien, CO 188 Missile Corvette Squadron for Sea Phase 1 and Col Lim Yu Chuan,
CO 185 Formidable Class Frigate Squadron for Second Sea Phase.

SIMBEX 2018 will be the largest edition since 1994 in terms of scale and complexity. The initial
harbour phase will be held at Port Blair, the capital of Andaman and Nicobar Islands from 10 to
12 November followed by Sea Phase from 12 to 16 November in the Andaman Sea.  The
second harbour phase from 16 to 19 November will be held at Visakhapatnam – ‘the City of
Destiny’.  Silver Jubilee Commemoration Ceremony, various professional and training
interactions, 10 Km ‘Friendship Run’ during the Annual Vizag-Navy Marathon, social evening
and joint cultural programmes would be held during the harbour phases to commemorate the
25th anniversary.  The final sea phase would be held in the Bay of Bengal from 19 to 21
November.  High level delegations including respective Defence Ministries are also scheduled to
observe the exercises including advanced weapon firings marking a new high in the series. 

The 25th edition will witness a diverse range of exercises at sea ranging from live weapon drills
including multiple missile firings, Heavy Weight Torpedo (HWT) and Medium Range Gun/ Anti
Submarine Rocket firings; advanced Anti-Submarine Warfare (ASW) exercises, Submarine
Rescue demonstrations; integrated Surface and Anti-Air Warfare (AAW); Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle (UAV) operations and Cross Deck Helicopter flying among others.  The number of
missiles and torpedo firings being undertaken are in fact unprecedented and perhaps the largest
the Indian Navy has undertaken with any foreign Navy till date, indicative of the growing trust
and operational comfort between the two navies. This year would also witness the highest
numbers and variety of platforms fielded by both sides.  Over the years the two navies have
increased their interoperability to a level that could be matched by few other navies. 
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-11

RUSSIA STEPS INTO AFGHAN PEACE EFFORTS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

The Taliban met with members of Afghanistan’s High Peace Council on Friday in a conference
organised by the Russian government in Moscow. This is the second such meeting with the
insurgent group being organised by international stakeholders in a bid to push peace talks
between the Taliban and the Afghan government.

The Taliban reportedly met with U.S. special envoy Zalmay Khalilzad last month, to start
negotiations on the terms of a peace deal. Both meetings, however, did not see the participation
of the Afghan government. “President (Ashraf) Ghani is committed to peace and has taken bold
steps. However, the Taliban did not reciprocate,” a source close to the Afghan President said on
condition of anonymity. Mr. Ghani did make several efforts to get the Taliban on the negotiating
table, including a three-day Id ceasefire last year.

In a statement issued ahead of the meeting, the Afghan Ministry of Foreign Affairs expressed
displeasure. It confirmed that the government wasn’t sending an official delegation, and that it
would be represented by members of the High Peace Council, an independent body of political
and religious leaders, assigned to facilitate talks with the insurgents.

“Our agreement with the Russians is that this meeting should lead to direct talks between the
Afghan government and the Taliban. However, only a group of people were invited and that
reflects the intention of the Taliban, who are not yet willing to negotiate with the government,”
Sibghat Ahmadi, a spokesperson at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said.

‘Not a negotiation’

The Taliban reiterated in two consecutive statements that the meeting would not be a
negotiation, but instead a discussion on “finding a peaceful solution to the Afghan quandary and
ending the American occupation”.

For the Russians, the meeting is the second attempt this year to step into a reconciliatory role
between the Afghan government and the Taliban. In September, a similar event organised in
Russia fell through after the demands of the Afghan government to co-chair the meeting were
disputed by the Taliban, a fact that they emphasised on while accepting the invitation to the
November meeting.

However, the fact that the Moscow conference comes close after the Taliban’s meeting with the
American envoy has raised concerns over the competitive nature of the two countries in
facilitating the peace efforts. “Absolutely, it is obvious that there is a competition between Russia
and the U.S.,” said Hekmatullah Azamy, a political analyst with the Kabul-based Centre for
Conflict and Peace Studies.

India, which was also invited to the conference, sent “non-official” representatives — Amar
Sinha, a former Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan, and T.C.A. Raghavan, head of the Indian
Council for World Affairs.

“India’s consistent policy has been that such efforts should be Afghan-led, Afghan-owned, and
Afghan-controlled and with the participation of the government of Afghanistan,” Ministry of
External Affairs spokesperson Raveesh Kumar told the media on Thursday.
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However, the participation of regional and international stakeholders is being seen by many as
providing a much-needed momentum to the peace efforts. Mr. Azamy said collaboration
between the U.S. and Russia was crucial to the success of any peace effort in the region. “I
have heard that Ambassador Khalilzad has been in touch with Moscow, providing American
support to this meeting... It is significant that these countries are coming together to work on
peace in the region.”

The Russian government hosted a conference in Moscow between the Taliban and
members of Afghanistan’s High Peace Council, hoping to provide a momentum to the
currently stalled peace talks
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-12

CAN TRUMP ‘ROLL BACK THE PERSIANS’?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed countries on India's

interests

On November 5, nearly six months after the U.S. pulled out of the multilateral Iran nuclear deal,
all the American sanctions that had been in place before the 2015 agreement were reimposed
on the Islamic Republic. When President Donald Trump announced that the U.S. was
withdrawing from the accord, despite international certification that Iran was fully complying with
the terms of the agreement, he had said that the other signatories of the accord as well as Iran’s
trading partners would be given upto 180 days to wind down their businesses in Iran before
severing trade ties with the country. The new sanctions will target almost all of Iran’s vital
business sectors: energy, shipbuilding, shipping and banking. Within two years of his
presidency, Mr. Trump has effectively taken the U.S.-Iran relations to the pre-Obama era of
hostility by reversing a signature diplomatic achievement of the former President.

Defend the deal: on Iran nuclear deal

This is not surprising given that Mr. Trump had attacked the Iran deal throughout his presidential
campaign. In the words of Steve Bannon, his former adviser, one of the objectives of the
administration’s “Middle East initiative” is “to roll back the Persians”. Mr. Trump is trying to do
this by squeezing Iran’s economy and mounting pressure on its rulers.

The Iran nuclear deal has never been popular among the conservative sections of the
Washington establishment. Nor has it been with the U.S.’s key allies in West Asia — Israel and
Saudi Arabia — who believe that the nuclear deal has done nothing to curtail Iran’s regional
interventions. They worry that the deal, which limits Iran’s nuclear programme in return for the
lifting of international sanctions, will make Iran economically more powerful, putting it in a better
position to continue its “subversive tactics” in the region. They also say that the 30% rise in
Iran’s defence spend in 2016, immediately after the deal, is an indicator of its aggressive
behaviour.

5 ways India could be affected by U.S. decision to pull out of Iran nuclear deal

Interestingly, this time the U.S. is not talking about regime change, but “behaviour change” of the
regime instead. To be sure, there’s a tactical calculus in Mr. Trump’s move. By pulling the U.S.
out of the deal, his administration has put Iran in a catch-22 situation. For now, Iran and the
other signatories of the deal (the U.K., Germany, France, Russia, China and the EU) have
stated that they will continue with the agreement. But despite these promises, it won’t be easy
for these countries to trade with Iran bypassing U.S. sanctions. European companies such as
France’s Total, Italy’s ENI and Germany’s Daimler have already announced plans to pull back
from projects in Iran. The dilemma that Iran faces is this: it will suffer economically even if
European governments stick to the agreement, but if it withdraws from the deal in protest and
resumes its nuclear programme, that would only prove the Americans right and unite the West
against Tehran.

Iran can either walk into the U.S.’s trap or continue to stick to the deal and pursue its regional
agenda based on the ‘forward defence’ doctrine — use regional allies and proxies for influence
in West Asia. Since the 1979 revolution, Iran has gone through several economic and military
challenges, which have done little to change its strategic pursuit.

The Hindu explains: The Iran deal
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A year after the revolution, Saddam Hussein’s Iraq, backed by Gulf monarchies and the West,
attacked Iran. They expected the war to overthrow the revolutionary regime; instead, it helped
the Ayatollahs consolidate their position within the country. It was during the war that Iran helped
establish Hezbollah in Lebanon in the early 1980s and lay the foundation for its forward defence.
The George W. Bush and Barack Obama administrations both imposed sanctions on Iran — yet
Iran managed to expand its influence in post-Saddam Iraq and even got involved in Syria, its
only national ally in West Asia, to save the regime of Bashar al-Assad. As the International Crisis
Group recently noted in a report: “The trajectory of Iranian foreign policy was essentially
impervious to the fluctuations in its economic wellbeing.”

Iran knows that it’s not a major conventional military power. Saudi Arabia, its main regional rival,
spends almost five times more on its military than Iran’s defence budget. Israel, another rival, is
a de facto nuclear power and the mightiest military force in West Asia. As Iran cannot beat its
opponents in a conventional power projection, it has turned to the doctrine of forward defence.
Today’s Iran is a conventional power with an asymmetric military doctrine, which has served the
country well over the past 40 years. Now Iran has Hezbollah in Lebanon, a regime in Syria that’s
completely dependent on it for survival, and influential political allies in Iraq. It also reportedly
supports the Shia Houthi rebels in Yemen who control parts of the country, including the capital
Sana’a. So, in the event of a direct military confrontation between the U.S. or its allies and Iran,
Tehran can instigate multiple crises across the region. The forward defence is Iran’s core
strategic principle, launched to overcome its conventional power deficit. This is the most
significant takeaway from Iran’s foreign policy. And it’s naïve to believe that Tehran would give
this up in the wake of the U.S. sanctions. Rather, domestically, the U.S.’s rhetoric and sanctions
could undermine the legitimacy of Iran’s moderates and reformists who lead the current
administration and strengthen the hands of the hard-liners.

It’s not about the nuclear deal

Another factor that is in Iran’s favour is the lack of unity in its rival camp. The Saudi blockade on
Qatar has already divided the Gulf countries. Turkey, an American ally and a member of the
NATO, has gradually moved closer to Iran and Russia in recent years and the three countries
are now cooperating in stabilising Syria. More important, the murder of Saudi Arabian journalist
Jamal Khashoggi inside the Kingdom’s consulate in Istanbul has weakened Riyadh
diplomatically and thrown a spanner into Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman’s plan (with
American backing) to create an “Arab NATO” to counter Iranian influence. Iran would likely
exploit these crises within its rival camp by strengthening its own regional activism, particularly
at a time when the U.S. is turning hostile.

If Mr. Trump wants peace in the region, he should have used the channels opened by the
nuclear deal and taken steps to address Iran’s security concerns in return for limiting its regional
activities. But like most of his predecessors, he wants to “roll back the Persians”. His
predecessors lost the game. It is to be seen whether Mr. Trump will succeed or follow suit.

stanly.johny@thehindu.co.in
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2018-11-13

RAJA MANDALA: NEW RIPPLES IN ANDAMAN SEA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

Recreating the classic ‘mohalle ki Diwali’ on Digital?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s second visit to Singapore this year is nicely framed by the
largest ever naval exercise between the two nations in the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal.
The exercises, called the Simbex, began 25 years ago as India embarked on the so-called Look
East Policy that sought a renewed economic, political and military engagement with South East
Asia. The two sides hope that these bilateral exercises will eventually involve the participation of
other South East Asian nations and form the basis for a cooperative security framework in the
heart of the Indo-Pacific.

During his earlier visit to Singapore in June, Modi outlined India’s broad vision for the Indo-
Pacific in his address to the Shangri La Dialogue, an annual forum that brings the region’s
defence establishments together. The PM’s speech on the Indo-Pacific helped bring the new
geopolitical construct to the centre of India’s worldview.

But with it has come the traditional Indian tendency to debate the meta-narrative rather than the
specific sub-regions of the Indo-Pacific. To be sure, the novelty of the Indo-Pacific lies in
recognising the growing strategic and economic interdependence of the Pacific and Indian
Ocean littorals that we saw as separate theatres until recently. That said, the Indo-Pacific is also
a sum of its many sub-regions that include the East China Sea, South China Sea and South
Pacific to the east of the Malacca Straits as well as the Bay of Bengal, Arabian Sea and the
waters of Africa to the west. What India does in these sub-regions is far more important than the
abstract debates on the Indo-Pacific.

One such sub-region — the Andaman Sea — is likely to preoccupy India in the coming years.
The Andaman Sea is flanked by the Andaman and Nicobar chain of islands in the West,
Myanmar to the north, the Thai-Malay peninsula to the east, and the Sumatra island to the
south. It funnels into the Straits of Malacca that connects the Indian and Pacific Oceans. The
large amount of shipping that enters the Andaman Sea from the east heads to Singapore, from
where it turns the Pacific Ocean.

Long seen as a political backwater, the Andaman Sea is rapidly regaining its strategic salience.
At the dawn of the modern era, many of the geopolitical contestations involving the Portuguese,
Dutch, French and the British took place in the waters of the Andaman Sea. The consolidation of
British hegemony in the Indian Ocean at the dawn of the 19th century and its accommodation
with France (in Indo-China) and the Netherlands (in the East Indies, now known as Indonesia)
left the Andaman Sea in a tranquil state.

The extended peace was shattered during the Second World War when Japan occupied large
parts of East Asia, ousted Great Britain from Singapore and raced towards Northeast India
through Burma. Imperial Japan also occupied the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It needed a
massive collaborative effort to reverse the aggression.

After the Second World War, the Andaman Sea and the Bay of Bengal became marginal to the
power play between Washington and Moscow during the Cold War. Now, the rise of China and
Beijing’s projection of naval power way beyond its home waters is beginning to put the Andaman
Sea back in play.
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Consider, for example, some recent developments in the littoral. Last week, Beijing signed an
agreement with Naypyidaw on building a deep-water port at Kyaukpyu on Myanmar’s Arakan
coast in the Bay of Bengal. The port will form an important part of the China-Myanmar Economic
Corridor, which would connect Kyaukpyu to the Yunnan province in southwestern China via rail
and highways.

China has already built an oil and gas pipeline system that moves hydrocarbons from Kyaukpyu
to inland China. The Kyaukpyu port has been under discussion for many years between China
and Burma. Fear of being driven into a debt trap compelled Naypyidaw to scale down the project
from an ambitious one priced at $7.2 billion to $1.3 billion.

Last week also saw Thailand order a feasibility study of the Kra Canal, which has been debated
for more than three centuries. The canal will cut through the Kra Isthmus and link the Andaman
Sea to the Gulf of Thailand. While the cost and sustainability of the project have always deterred
investors, there seems to be a fresh push from China to launch the project.

The rising Chinese profile in the Andaman Sea is not limited to building strategic infrastructure
like China-Myanmar Economic Corridor and the Kra Canal that allow Beijing reduce its current
dependence on the Malacca Straits and access the Indian Ocean directly. Its military profile too
is rising. Beijing has sold submarines to Thailand and Bangladesh and its military cooperation
with other littoral states of the Andaman Sea has grown steadily. Last month, China conducted
naval exercises with Thailand and Malaysia.

As the waters of the Andaman Sea turn turbulent, India too has begun to accelerate the
development of civilian and military infrastructure in the Andaman and Nicobar Island Chain. It
has also stepped up political engagement with the Andaman littoral states. But Delhi’s pace
might turn out to be too slow to cope with the rapid strategic transformation of the Andaman
Sea.
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Source : www.hindustantimes.com Date : 2018-11-13

THE SRI LANKA CRISIS IS A CAUSE FOR CONCERN TO
INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Developments have come at a rapid pace in Sri Lanka since President Maithripala Sirisena
appointed his predecessor Mahinda Rajapaksa as the prime minister after sacking incumbent
Ranil Wickremesinghe on October 26. Mr Wickremesinghe described the move as
unconstitutional and said he was determined to prove his majority in Parliament. The numbers
appeared to be in favour of Mr Wickremesinghe when Mr Sirisena dissolved Parliament and
called snap elections for January 5. Adding yet another twist to the developments was the
decision on Sunday by Mr Rajapaksa and 44 others to quit the Sri Lanka Freedom Party led by
Mr Sirisena and join the Sri Lanka Podujana Peremuna, a party established by Mr Rajapaksa’s
brother. Sri Lanka is witnessing an intense power struggle, with long-gestating problems
between Mr Sirisena and Mr Wickremesinghe coming out into the open. Three key political
parties, including the one headed by Mr Wickremesinghe, that have an absolute majority in
Parliament and an election commissioner have now challenged Mr Sirisena’s dissolution of the
legislature in the Supreme Court.

Mr Sirisena’s actions have been widely criticised by the international community and China is
the only country so far that has recognised the appointment of Mr Rajapaksa, who relied heavily
on Beijing for political and financial support during his controversial tenure as president. One of
the key reasons for differences between Mr Sirisena and Mr Wickremesinghe was whether Sri
Lanka should tilt towards China or India. However, when India studies these developments, it
would be wise not to look at them only from the prism of China. Rather, it must take into account
the consequences for India of continuing instability in the island nation.

For now, India has adopted a “wait and watch” attitude towards the crisis in Sri Lanka though
officials privately acknowledge that such political upheaval in a strategically located neighbour is
a cause for concern. India’s top leadership will most certainly have begun working the phones
with all channels in an attempt to resolve the crisis and uncertainty as developments in Sri
Lanka will have an impact on Tamil Nadu. The lessons learnt from handling the earlier political
crisis in the Maldives will be of help to the foreign policy mandarins and in the long run, New
Delhi can help by working with its neighbour to strengthen democratic institutions, something for
which it is infinitely more qualified than other regional powers.

First Published: Nov 12, 2018 17:33 IST
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-13

INDIA AND MOROCCO SIGN AGREEMENT ON MUTUAL
LEGAL ASSISTANCE IN CRIMINAL MATTERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Africa

Ministry of Home Affairs

India and Morocco sign Agreement on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters

Posted On: 12 NOV 2018 11:25AM by PIB Delhi

An Agreement on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters was signed by Shri
Kiren Rijiju, Minister of State for Home on behalf of the Government of Republic of
India and Mr Mohamed Aujjar, Minister of Justice on behalf of the Government of the
Kingdom of Morocco, here today.

The Agreement will strengthen bilateral cooperation with Morocco and enhance
effectiveness and provide a broad legal framework for prevention, investigation and
prosecution of crimes; as well as in tracing, restraint and confiscation of funds meant
to finance terrorist acts.

Both Ministers reiterated their resolve to jointly counter the threats posed by
organized crime and terrorism.

******

BB/NK

(Release ID: 1552426) Visitor Counter : 668

Read this release in: Urdu , Marathi , Hindi , Tamil

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-13

SIMBEX-18 KICKS OFF AT PORT BLAIR
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

Ministry of Defence

SIMBEX-18 kicks off at port Blair

Posted On: 10 NOV 2018 7:09PM by PIB Delhi

There are only a few militaries that can boast of continuity and cooperation in the field of
maritime combat drills like the navies of India and Singapore and that too sustained for 25
years.  When the frontline ships of the Eastern Fleet of the Indian Navy and those of the
Republic of Singapore Navy (RSN) made their entry into the azure waters of Port Blair in the
pristine Andaman and Nicobar Islands on  10 November 2018, it was a treat for the on lookers. 
The ships arrived at Port Blair for the commencement of the 25th edition of the SIMBEX -
Singapore India Maritime Bilateral Exercise.  Started as Basic ASW exercises in 1994, today
these exercises have graduated to complex maritime combat drills including missile and torpedo
firings and shore based intensive professional exchanges. 

Home to India’s only Tri-Services Command, the crew of the participating warships and the
Maritime Reconnaissance Aircraft and integral helicopters, would go through the last minute
exercise coordination details with a fine comb at Port Blair.  During the harbour phase, in
addition to operational conferences towards preparation of the sea phase of the exercises in the
Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal, courtesy calls by both sides on the Senior Officers are also
scheduled. 

In addition, Subject Matter Expert Exchanges or SMEE as they are commonly known by
militaries worldwide are also scheduled.  The SMEEs, have over the years provided a platform
to formally exchange best practices of respective navies so that learning and improvement never
ceases.  Cross deck visits by air crew towards deck familiarisation are also planned. 

Over the next two days, Port Blair is playing host to Indian Naval Ships Ranvijay, Satpura,
Sahyadri, Shakti, Kirch, Kadmatt, Sumedha and Sukanya along with the RSN Ships,
Formidable, Steadfast, Unity, Valiant and Vigour.  Maritime Patrol Aircraft of both countries – the
versatile P8I of the Indian Navy and Fokker F50 from Singapore would also be based out of Port
Blair.  Local Flotilla ships based at Port Blair would be ensuring seafront security including in the
exercise areas towards smooth conduct of the exercise.

Also participating in the exercises are RSS Swordsman, an Archer Class submarine and Swift
Rescue, a Deep Submergence Rescue Vehicle (DSRV).  While the Indian Navy recently
inducted a DSRV on the western seaboard and is slated to induct another on its eastern
seaboard, it continues to exercise with various navies and assimilate best practices as well as
enhance interoperability.

The exercises at sea this year are unprecedented and largest of kind in terms of the complexity
and weapon firings. The sea phase would be held under Commander Task Group of Joint
Forces of SIMBEX-18, Rear Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi, Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet.
Senior Lieutenant Colonel Ho Jee Kien, Commanding Officer of 188 Missile Corvette Squadron
would be leading the Republic of Singapore Navy during the first sea phase and would also be
the Deputy Task Group Commander.         
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-14

FOUR CORNERS: ON THE QUAD'S AGENDA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- Other groupings and agreements

As officials from the ‘Quadrilateral’ grouping of India, Australia, Japan and the U.S. meet in
Singapore on Wednesday, their challenge will be to accurately describe their common agenda.
The Quad is billed as four democracies with a shared objective to ensure and support a “free,
open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific region. During this round, the four countries are expected to
discuss infrastructure projects they are working on, and building humanitarian disaster response
mechanisms. Over the past few months, India and Japan have announced they will combine
efforts on a number of projects in South Asia, including bridges and roads in Bangladesh, an
LNG facility in Sri Lanka and reconstruction projects in Myanmar’s Rakhine province. Australia
has unveiled an ambitious $2 billion project to fund infrastructure and build maritime and military
infrastructure in the Pacific region, on which it is willing to cooperate with other Quad members.
The four countries are expected to talk about regional developments, including elections in the
Maldives, the collapse of the government in Sri Lanka and the latest developments in North
Korea. With Quad talks being held on the sidelines of the East Asia summit, the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership summit and the ASEAN-India informal summit,
discussions will include some of the overlapping issues among these groupings.

Cornered by the Quad?

However, despite the potential for cooperation, the Quad remains a mechanism without a
defined strategic mission. In 2007, when the grouping was first formed following cooperation
after the 2004 tsunami, the idea was to better coordinate maritime capabilities for disaster
situations. When revived in 2017, the grouping seemed to have become a counter to China’s
growing inroads into the region, despite denials that any particular country had been targeted.
Even a common definition of the geographical area encompassed has yet to be found. While
Washington sees the U.S. and India as “bookends” of the Indo-Pacific, India and Japan have
included the oceans up to Africa in their definition. The entire focus on the Indo-Pacific makes
the Quad a maritime, rather than land-based, grouping, raising questions whether the
cooperation extends to the Asia-Pacific and Eurasian regions. Even on maritime exercises, there
is a lack of concurrence. India has not admitted Australia in the Malabar exercises with the U.S.
and Japan, despite requests from Canberra, and has also resisted raising the level of talks from
an official to the political level. The fact that India is the only member not in a treaty alliance with
the other Quad countries will slow progress somewhat, although each member is committed to
building a stronger Quadrilateral engagement. The outcome of the third round in Singapore will
be judged by the ability of the group to issue a joint declaration, which eluded it in the first and
second rounds.

Firm intervention is needed to end the unsavoury controversy in the CBI
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-14

SEE SRI LANKA’S NATIONAL CRISIS FOR WHAT IT IS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Sri Lanka

Over the past fortnight, Sri Lanka has witnessed an escalating political crisis, with a standoff
between President Maithripala Sirisena and the Parliament. After the shocking and
undemocratic appointment of Mahinda Rajapaksa as Prime Minister, the suspension of
Parliament, and then its dissolution on November 9, Mr. Sirisena announced snap elections.

Significantly, the Supreme Court on Tuesday suspended the dissolution of Parliament until
December 7. While the power struggle will continue, it is to the credit of the democratic regime
change in January 2015, ironically led by Mr. Sirisena, that Sri Lanka’s governing institutions
have resisted the authoritarian power inherent in the executive presidency.

Looking back, Sri Lanka’s liberal democratic turn in January 2015 was too good to be true,
particularly when authoritarian populist regimes were steadily rising the world over. Mr.
Rajapaksa, who further entrenched the executive presidency including by removing its two-term
limit and later manoeuvred the impeachment of a Supreme Court Chief Justice, was dislodged
by a broad array of political forces. That major democratic victory for Sri Lanka, in turn for the
West, India and Japan, was met with relief over the removal of the China-leaning Rajapaksa and
the normalisation of foreign relations.

The Sri Lanka crisis deepens

In this context, Mr. Sirisena re-joining Mr. Rajapaksa has once again sparked the reductive
analysis of power play over Sri Lanka involving China, India and the U.S. in the Indian Ocean.
Such lazy analysis fails to consider the political consequences of prolonged and flawed
neoliberal policies and political-economic changes. Moreover, feeding into the frenzy of the
international media seeing developments through a hollow geopolitical lens, the Sirisena-
Rajapksa camp claims that the sale of Sri Lanka’s assets to China and India and the Free Trade
Agreement with Singapore over the last few years by the United National Party (UNP) led by
ousted Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe have undermined sovereignty and triggered an
economic crisis.

For some time the Rajapaksa loyalists have been stoking fears of international intervention —
this xenophobia has been mobilised to consolidate power. In 2015, Mr. Sirisena claimed his
major achievement was rebuilding global relations severed by Mr. Rajapaksa’s 10-year tenure.
Today, Mr. Sirisena is loudly echoing strident nationalists, over protecting Sri Lanka from
international agendas.

Avoidable crisis: on Sri Lanka's political crisis

The UNP claims to have a monopoly on Western friendship and bringing in foreign investors. It
paints a picture of international isolation and a Western aid strike if Mr. Rajapaksa returns, but
does not reflect on how its own policies have led the country here.

This trend plays out differently within Tamil politics. Narrow Tamil nationalists in Jaffna and the
Tamil diaspora see the emergence of an anti-West government as an opportunity to mobilise
international opprobrium. They continue to dream of international intervention, ignoring local
realities and political dynamics.

These fears of external intervention and trust in international support are more for ideological
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manoeuvring. In reality, it is national politics, power consolidation and negotiations with external
actors which have determined Sri Lanka’s international relations.

Sri Lanka’s tensions with external powers — except for the Indian debacle in the 1980s — have
rarely led to punitive measures and damaging sanctions. Nevertheless, confrontational rhetoric
has helped nationalist governments mobilise popular support.

The country’s decade-long contentious engagement, on war-time abuses, at the UN Human
Rights Council is a case in point. While the U.S. mobilised resolutions to rein in Mr. Rajapaksa,
who was tilting towards China and Iran, he politically gained from the condemnation in Geneva,
projecting himself as a defender of war heroes from international bullies.

Sri Lanka’s deteriorating balance of payments and external debt problems are also pertinent.
While there is much talk of the debt trap by China, in reality, only 10% of Sri Lanka’s foreign
loans are from China.

Close to 40% of external debt is from the international markets, including sovereign bonds, of
which an unprecedented $4.2 billion in debt payments are due next year. Here the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) vocal position in relation to its agreement with Sri Lanka from June 2016,
and the rating agencies’ projections on Sri Lanka are crucial to roll over loans. Ultimately, the
flows of such capital have little do with diplomatic relations, but depend on national stability and
strength, including the political will to ensure budget cuts and debt repayment.

During his earlier stint in power, Mr. Rajapaksa called the bluff of international economic
isolation after a most horrendous war. Despite Western opposition, with authoritarian stability, he
had few problems mobilising loans from the global markets and international agencies such as
the World Bank, and for that matter an IMF Stand-By Arrangement.

Sri Lanka’s economy is not immune from global forces. However, changes to the global
economic order, rather than the instrumental moves of any one global power, are what trouble
the island nation.

Declining global trade with increasing protectionism has foreclosed possibilities of export-led
development. And that reality has completely escaped Sri Lanka’s neoliberal policymakers,
whether from the UNP, or earlier under Mr. Rajapaksa.

Next, while the U.S. Federal Reserve for some years has been preparing to increase interest
rates resulting in Western capital from emerging markets flowing back to the metropolis,
measures to contain capital flight were not taken.

It is no coincidence that the political troubles escalated with the deteriorating economic situation
a few months ago. It is only after the mounting balance of payments problems that restricting
imports — taboo for Sri Lanka’s economic establishment — became a reality, and even ideas of
restricting capital flows were considered. The economic crisis, once acknowledged by the
government, brought to the fore long-simmering concerns over neglect of the rural economy,
particularly in the context of a protracted drought. The political fallout of restricting fertiliser
subsidies to farmers, policies of market pricing of fuel and the rising cost of living delegitimised
the government.

The backlash against neoliberalism coming to the fore with the global economic crisis of 2008,
and the emergence of authoritarian populist regimes shaping global politics were bound to affect
Sri Lanka. The dangerous rise of a strongman leader such as Mr. Rajapaksa has little to do with
the manoeuvres of external powers. Rather, the political ground of Mr. Rajapaksa’s popular



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

appeal is shaped by the systematic dispossession of people with cycles of neoliberal crises.

While many of Sri Lanka’s neoliberal policies, including trade liberalisation, privatising medical
education, sale of sovereign bonds and the controversial port city-cum-international financial
centre in Colombo, were products of the Rajapaksa government, today the Rajapaksa camp
claims to guard Sri Lanka from a neoliberal attack on sovereignty. While Mr. Wickremesinghe
was shameless in promoting free markets and finance capital, the economic vision of Mr.
Rajapaksa is of a populist variety with the same substance.

It is credible economic alternatives with a democratic vision that will arrest the slide towards
authoritarian populism. During this time of crisis, the prevalent discourse of international
interests deflects such alternatives. The UNP and its allies should be challenged on their
blunders with the economy and failure to find a constitutional-political solution, including the
abolition of the executive presidency. The Sirisena-Rajapaksa alliance, which is likely to peddle
again the war victory and international conspiracies with Sinhala Buddhist majoritarian
mobilisations, has to be challenged on principles of democracy and pluralism. The debate in Sri
Lanka limited to personalities, corruption and geopolitics needs to shift with the public putting
forward powerful demands of democratisation and economic justice. Otherwise, the thin wall of
defence provided by the Parliament and the courts could crumble, and the deepening political
and economic crisis may pave the way for authoritarian consolidation.

Ahilan Kadirgamar is a political economist based in Jaffna, Sri Lanka
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-14

7TH RCEP INTER-SESSIONAL MINISTERIAL MEETING
CONCLUDES IN SINGAPORE

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: RCEP

Ministry of Commerce & Industry

7th RCEP Inter-Sessional Ministerial Meeting concludes in
Singapore

Posted On: 13 NOV 2018 5:09PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Minister for Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu, led the Indian
delegation to the 7th RCEP Inter-Sessional Ministerial Meeting in Singapore on 12-13
November, 2018. The Minister for Trade and Industry of Singapore Mr. Chan Chun Sing was the
Chair of the meeting as Singapore is currently the Chair of ASEAN this year. The Ministerial
Meeting was held in preparation for the 2nd RCEP Leaders Summit to be held on 14th November
2018 in Singapore in which Prime Minister of India will be participating.

 

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is a mega regional free trade
agreement being negotiated amongst 16 countries, comprising 10 ASEAN countries (Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam)
plus six ASEAN FTA partners, namely Australia, China, India, Japan, Korea and New Zealand.
So far 6 Ministerial Meetings, 7 Inter-Sessional Ministerial Meetings and 24 rounds of the Trade
Negotiating Committee at the technical level have been held.

 

The Ministers took stock of the state of negotiations across the various chapters. The Chair of
the Trade Negotiating Committee, Mr. Pak Iman Pambagyo, made a detailed presentation on
the state of play of RCEP negotiations and sought ministerial guidance and direction on pending
issues. The Ministers acknowledged the good progress made in the negotiations so far with
successful conclusion of 5 chapters this year alone, taking the total to 7 chapters, namely (i)
Economic and Technical Cooperation (ii) Small and Medium Enterprises (iii) Customs
Procedures and Trade Facilitation (iv) Government Procurement (v) Institutional Provisions (vi)
Standards, Technical Regulations and Conformity Assessment Procedures (STRACAP); and
(vii) Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS).  

 

The Ministers made an assessment of the progress on ‘The Package of Year End Deliverables’.
Suresh Prabhu underlined that ‘substantial progress’ has been achieved in the negotiations
which should be reported to the Leaders. He impressed upon all the trade ministers to lend
political support to fast track the negotiations.

 

Commerce Minister defended India’s interests effectively and secured maximum flexibilities.
Both in STRACAP and SPS negotiations, India managed to obtain balanced outcomes in the
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application of the Dispute Settlement Mechanism. India showed flexibility on the principle of
‘consensus’ in the Institutional Provisions Chapter which helped in its successful conclusion
during the meeting. 

 

Ministers guided the negotiators to deliberate further on E-Commerce, Competition and
Investment chapters where consensus could not be reached during this meeting. Ministers
urged the negotiators to intensify their work with a view of narrowing gaps and finding balanced
outcomes in the negotiations with the aim of concluding negotiations by 2019.

 

On the side lines of the RCEP, Commerce Minister held bilateral meetings with his counterparts
from Singapore, China, Japan and New Zealand. He discussed bilateral issues and progress in
RCEP negotiations. He also had pull-aside meetings with Trade Ministers of South Korea,
Indonesia, Cambodia, Malaysia, Australia and Philippines to discuss matters of mutual interest. 

 

***

MM/ SB
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Source : www.hindustantimes.com Date : 2018-11-15

INDIA CAN DO MUCH MORE IN ASEAN
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: ASEAN

With Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Singapore for the Asean-India and East Asia Summits
and bilateral meetings with leaders of several countries, South East Asian nations are looking at
India to take on a greater role for the economic integration of the region and for ensuring an
open and inclusive Indo-Pacific. Mr Modi’s interactions with US vice-president, Mike Pence, and
the premiers of Singapore, Thailand and Australia were opportunities to take a closer look at
pressing issues in bilateral relations and the overall security and economic situation in India’s
extended neighbourhood. Many of the ten members of the Association of South East Asian
Nations perceive India as a much-needed counterbalance to China, though their leaders are
unlikely to say so in public, given the large Chinese presence in the economies of several Asean
states. It is in this context that the Asean states have been pushing India to conclude
negotiations for the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), which aims to
create the world’s largest free trade area with more than a third of the global GDP and
commerce. Key players in Asean such as Singapore, in fact, took the lead in engaging India on
economic and security issues more than two decades ago and, subsequently, getting India to
join the East Asia Summit.

India, too, has shown it realises the centrality of Asean in its extended neighbourhood, as was
reflected in the unprecedented decision to invite the heads of all ten states in the grouping as
the chief guests for this year’s Republic Day celebrations, which coincided with the Asean-India
Commemorative Summit. India wants its concerns regarding market access and services,
especially the movement of its professionals, to be addressed before signing on for the RCEP.
Clearly, more negotiations are needed to find a solution that satisfies all sides. India also has to
balance all moves for stronger strategic relations with Asean states with the recent improvement
of its ties with China, especially after the nadir represented by the Doklam standoff of last year.

India could take a page out of China’s playbook by speeding up work on long-gestating
connectivity projects, such as the India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway, and building new
trade and transport linkages with all the Asean states. Stronger strategic and security relations
that are underpinned by equally strong economic ties will create greater inter-dependence
between India and the Asean members and serve as an effective counter to China’s growing
clout in the region.

First Published: Nov 14, 2018 17:41 IST
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-15

CURTAIN RAISER: INDO-RUSSIAN JOINT EXERCISE
INDRA 2018

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

Ministry of Defence

Curtain Raiser: INDO-Russian joint exercise INDRA 2018

Posted On: 13 NOV 2018 1:14PM by PIB Delhi

The joint military exercise between Indian and Russia EXERCISE INDRA 2018 on
combating insurgency under the aegis of United Nations (UN) is being conducted at
Babina Field Firing Ranges, Babina Military Station from 18 November 2018.
Company sized contingents of the 5th Army of the Russian Federation and a
Mechanised Infantry Battalion of Republic of India will participate in the training
exercise spanning for eleven days including induction and de-induction of the
Russian contingent. The training will be supervised by a joint directing panel
comprising of senior officials of both the national contingents.

The aim of the exercise is to practice joint planning and conduct to enhance
interoperability of the two Armies in the peace keeping/ enforcement environment
under the aegis of the UN. It focuses upon training on enhancing team building,
special tactical level operations such as Cordon and Search, house intervention,
handling and neutralisation of Improvised Explosive Devices and integrated
employment of force multipliers. The primary focus of the tactical field exercise is to
share best practices amongst the militaries and hone existing skills of the troops in
the backdrop of interoperability between the two Armies in the peace keeping/
enforcement environment. The topics chosen for the exercise are both live and
contemporary affecting both the nation alike.

The tenth exercise in the series of Exercise INDRA is aimed at sending a strong
message to the world with an intent of appreciation of interoperability between Indian
and Russian Armies for joint tactical level operations in the peace keeping /
enforcement environment under the aegis of UN.

******

Col Chiranjeet Konwer

(Release ID: 1552560) Visitor Counter : 921

Read this release in: Tamil
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-16

PM FAVOURS INCLUSIVE INDO-PACIFIC REGION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: EAS

Common path:Narendra Modi with leaders from Myanmar, Vietnam and Singapore at a summit
on Thursday.PTI  

India was committed to a peaceful and prosperous Indo-Pacific region, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday, as he called for enhancing multilateral cooperation and economic and
cultural ties among member-nations at the 13th East Asia Summit in Singapore.

It was Prime Minister Modi’s 5th East Asia Summit (EAS). India has been participating in the
EAS since its very inception in 2005.

“At the East Asia Summit in Singapore, I shared my thoughts on enhancing multilateral
cooperation, economic and cultural ties among member nations. Also reiterated India’s
commitment to a peaceful and prosperous Pacific region,” the Prime Minister tweeted.

The EAS consists of 10 ASEAN nations (Indonesia, Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Vietnam, Myanmar, Cambodia, Brunei and Laos), Australia, China, India, Japan,
New Zealand, South Korea, Russia and the U.S. It was formed to further the objectives of
regional peace, security and prosperity.

Mr. Modi reiterated India’s vision of a peaceful, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region,
strengthening maritime cooperation and commitment to a balanced Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact, Ministry of External Affairs spokesman Raveesh Kumar
said.

The RCEP, involving 10 ASEAN members as well as China, Japan, Australia, India, New
Zealand and South Korea, would cover about half the world’s population and a third of its GDP.
Mr. Modi also interacted with leaders of other countries, including his Japanese counterpart
Shinzo Abe, before the summit retreat.

Interacts with cadets

Mr. Modi also met with the NCC cadets who got the opportunity to visit Singapore as a part of a
cadet exchange programme. “Wonderful moments with my young friends... They shared their
memorable learnings and experiences with me,” he tweeted.

Mr. Modi began his two-day visit to Singapore on Wednesday.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-16

INDIA, CHINA AGREE TO EXPAND MILITARY TIES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Chinese President Xi Jinping in Wuhan.APJu Peng  

India and China are set to expand their military ties, in tune with the spirit of the Wuhan informal
summit between Chinese President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in April.

During talks between visiting Defence Secretary Sanjay Mitra and his Chinese counterpart Shao
Yuanming, both sides agreed to add another layer of exchanges between the military personnel
of the two countries.

Wuhan spirit

For the first time, cadets from Indian and Chinese military academies, as well mid-level officers,
will meet each other regularly. “We are expanding military exchanges between our personnel at
all levels in the aftermath of the Wuhan summit,” official sources told The Hindu . The two senior
officials also agreed to continue with visits at the level of military commands and civilian officers
of the Ministry of Defence.

“The atmosphere during Tuesday’s talks was excellent, which reflected the visible and gradual
easing of tensions following the Doklam crisis and the Wuhan informal summit,” the source said.
“During the dialogue, a decision has been taken to add new confidence-building measures to
maintain peace and tranquillity on the borders,” the official said.

An Indian Embassy statement noted that “specific additional confidence-building measures at
the operational level” have been included in view of the importance of maintaining peace and
tranquillity in the India-China border areas. These decisions have been taken for “implementing
the consensus of Prime Minister Modi and President Xi Jinping” — an obvious reference to the
Wuhan informal summit.

The Defence Secretary’s visit precedes the arrival of National Security Adviser Ajit Doval later
this month for boundary talks with State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi. Mr. Xi and Mr.
Modi are then expected to meet on the sidelines of the G-20 summit in Argentina next month.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-16

GAZA ON THE BRINK
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- West Asia

The sudden flare-up in Gaza between Palestinian militant groups and Israel is another grim
reminder that the situation in the blockaded Mediterranean strip remains precarious. The latest
violence was triggered by a botched spy operation by Israeli commandos inside Gaza that killed
seven Palestinians, including a Hamas military commander. Hamas, which controls the territory,
and Islamic Jihad fired hundreds of rockets and mortar shells into Israel in retaliation. Israel
responded with airstrikes and artillery fire, hitting scores of military posts and weapons depots
across Gaza. They levelled television and radio stations as well as Hamas’s military intelligence
headquarters. It was the heaviest Israeli attack since the 2014 war on the impoverished enclave
of 1.82 million people. Now, Gaza is staring at the prospect of a fourth war in a decade. The
territory has been on the brink for years. In past wars, Israel inflicted enormous havoc on the
enclave’s public infrastructure and caused high human casualties, while in retaliation Hamas
fired rockets into Israel’s civilian areas. Israel has also imposed a land, sea and air blockade on
the region in a bid to stop Hamas from amassing more weapons and to weaken its hold over the
strip. But Hamas continues to control Gaza, having found multiple ways to smuggle in weapons,
while ordinary Gazans bear the brunt of the blockade. Joblessness is 40%. The administration
has no control on exports or imports, and is not even paying full salaries to government
employees. Due to scarcity of diesel, there are extended power cuts. Sewage plants are not
operational. In effect, Israel has imposed collective punishment.

The situation has been particularly tense in recent months. In March, thousands of Palestinians
marched towards the border, demanding their right to return to the homes and lands their
families were expelled from in the first Arab-Israeli war of 1948, immediately after the creation of
the state of Israel. About 750,000 Palestinians were estimated to have been forced out of their
homes during the war. The March of Return protests continued on the border since then, and
have often been met with live bullets fired by Israeli soldiers. Since March, at least 200
Palestinians have been killed by Israeli soldiers and thousands of others wounded. It was
against this background that Egypt and Qatar stepped in, offering to mediate talks and provide
much-needed resources to the enclave. Israel initially responded positively, letting fuel tanks and
Qatari money into Gaza. That should have set the stage for further dialogue, but Israel’s
undercover mission inside the enclave sabotaged it, triggering the current crisis. After both sides
announced a ceasefire, violence on the border continued, underscoring how dangerous the
situation is. They should restrain themselves, allowing peace efforts led by Egypt to continue.
Gaza needs aid, not another war.

Firm intervention is needed to end the unsavoury controversy in the CBI

Our existing notification subscribers need to choose this option to keep getting the alerts.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-16

SEARCHING FOR AN ELUSIVE PEACE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Afghanistan

President of Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani and Prime Minister Narendra Modi   | Photo Credit: AP

Russia hosted a regional conference on Afghanistan last week to nudge the reconciliation
process between the Taliban and the Afghan authorities. The Taliban were represented by the
political council chief, Sher Mohammad Stanikzai. Representatives from Afghanistan, China,
Pakistan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, the U.S. and
India were also present at the meeting, making it the first time that all stakeholders were present
in the same room.

Dealing with the Taliban hand

Considerable political manoeuvring preceded the meeting. It was earlier planned for September,
but failed to materialise. The Taliban were opposed to attending since the Afghan government
insisted on co-chairing the meeting. The diplomatic solution was to have Afghanistan
represented by the High Peace Council (HPC), set up and supported by the government with the
specific aim of furthering peace talks, though formally not part of government. India sent two
seasoned former diplomats, with the Ministry of External Affairs describing its participation as
“non-official”. The U.S. was represented by its Moscow embassy officials. Aware of the
differences, the Russians refrained from attempting a final statement or even a group
photograph. Nevertheless, with this meeting, Russia has sent a clear signal that it is back in the
game in Afghanistan.

The idea of reconciliation with the Taliban has been around for over a decade. As the Taliban
insurgency grew 2005 onwards, the British, deployed in Helmand, soon found merit in doing side
deals with local Taliban commanders by turning a blind eye to opium production in the area.
With the help of the Germans and the Norwegians, they began to persuade the U.S. to work for
a political outcome.

Routes to Afghanistan: on 2+2 talks

After being elected in 2008, President Barack Obama ordered a full-scale review of the U.S.’s
Afghanistan policy. After extracting an assurance from the generals that the insurgency would
be defeated in 18 months, Mr. Obama announced a shift to counter-insurgency mode with a
surge of over 40,000 troops, but added that phased drawdown of troops would begin in end-
2011. Operation Enduring Freedom formally ended in December 2014, handing over primary
responsibility for combat operations to the Afghan security forces even as the insurgency gained
ground.

The U.S. soon realised that it had run out of options. Insurgency could not be contained as long
as sanctuaries existed in Pakistan and the carrot and stick policy with Pakistan had cost the U.S.
$33 billion but failed to change Pakistan’s policy. A total cut-off was not possible as long as U.S.
troops in Afghanistan depended on supply lines through Pakistan. In 12 years, the U.S. had lost
2,300 soldiers and spent $105 billion in rebuilding Afghanistan, more than $103 billion (in
inflation-adjusted terms) spent under the Marshall Plan on rebuilding West Europe after World
War II. War weariness demanded an exit and a political solution was unavoidable.

After prolonged negotiations, a Taliban office opened in Doha in June 2013 to promote talks and
a peace process. However, when the office started flying the Taliban flag, calling itself the
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political bureau of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, it angered both the U.S. and Afghan
governments. The office was closed down though the Qatar authorities continue to host Taliban
leaders.

Siege of Ghazni: On the Taliban offensive

Coming to power in 2014 after a bitterly contested election, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
moved to improve relations with Pakistan, even calling on then Army Chief, Gen. Raheel Sharif,
at the GHQ, to push for reconciliation. Preliminary talks were held in Murree but derailed in July
2015 when Mr. Ghani asked for a supportive audio/video (instead of a written statement) by
Taliban leader Mullah Omar and learnt that he had died over two years earlier.

An internal power struggle within the Taliban erupted with Mullah Akhtar Mansour emerging as
the leader. Insurgency grew with the Taliban briefly taking over Kunduz and Ghormach districts
and threatening Ghazni. Mr. Ghani felt betrayed and lashed out, accusing Pakistan of “waging
war”.

A new initiative (Quadrilateral Coordination Group) involving the U.S., China, Pakistan and
Afghanistan was launched in January 2016. After a couple of meetings, there was a roadmap;
Pakistan was to use its influence to get the Taliban to the negotiating table. Hopes were dashed
when the Taliban demanded exit of foreign troops, release of detainees from Guantanamo, and
removal of its leaders from international blacklists. Frustrated with Pakistan’s inability to get
Mullah Mansour to fall in line, the U.S. eliminated him in a drone strike in May 2016 in
Balochistan. Maulvi Haibatullah was appointed as his successor.

Meanwhile, there were signs that the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan and the Tehrik-i-Taliban
Pakistan were converging under the banner of the Islamic State (IS) in Afghanistan’s northern
and eastern provinces. In December 2015, Russia publicly acknowledged that it had
“communication channels with the Taliban for exchange of information” and “a shared interest
with the Taliban to counter the threat posed by the IS”. Clearly, it was getting back into the
game. Preliminary consultations were held in 2017, at which Afghan officials (and senior Indian
diplomats) were present but the Taliban declined to share the table with the Afghan government.

Mr. Ghani launched the Kabul Process for Peace and Security Cooperation, and in February,
made an unconditional dialogue offer to the Taliban. The Taliban rejected his overture, declaring
that they were ready to engage in direct talks only with the Americans. Mr. Ghani persisted,
resulting in a three-day ceasefire during Eid. The U.S. softened its stand on an “Afghan-led and
Afghan owned peace process”, and in July, senior State Department official Alice Wells was in
Doha for a meeting with the Taliban. In September, the State Department announced the
appointment of Zalmay Khalilzad (former U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan) as Special
Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation. Mr. Khalilzad, a pushy go-getter, has since been
making the rounds in Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the U.A.E., Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Meanwhile, the situation continues to worsen. Today, the Afghan government controls barely
half the country, with one-sixth under Taliban control and the rest contested. Most significant is
the ongoing depletion in the Afghan security forces because of casualties, desertions and a
growing reluctance to join. U.S. President Donald Trump’s South Asia policy announced last
August aimed at breaking the military stalemate by expanding the U.S. and NATO presence,
putting Pakistan on notice and strengthening Afghan capabilities has clearly failed, and this is
why multiple processes are underway. Everyone agrees that the war has to end; the question for
the U.S. is how to manage the optics of the exit while not conceding victory to the Taliban.

Since July 2011, when the former President and Chair of the HPC, Burhanuddin Rabbani,
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visited Delhi, India has supported an ‘Afghan-led and Afghan-owned’ peace process. Last
month, during Russian President Vladimir Putin’s India visit, both countries expressed their
commitment to the Moscow Format. India doesn’t have the leverage to play spoiler but its
presence is recognition that its economic cooperation programmes make it the most widely
accepted development partner. Pragmatism dictates that India remain engaged with the multiple
processes underway. Peace remains elusive but India’s engagement demonstrates commitment
to the idea of a stable, independent and peaceful Afghanistan.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and currently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2018-11-16

OPINION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- Other groupings and agreements

On his week-long tour of Asia, US vice-president Mike Pence has been promoting a vision of a
“free and open” Indo-Pacific region, characterized by unimpeded trade flows and respect for the
rule of law, national sovereignty, and existing frontiers. The question is whether this vision of an
Indo-Pacific free of “authoritarianism and aggression” is achievable.

One country that seems willing to contribute to realizing this vision is Japan. In fact, Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is the originator of the “free and open Indo-Pacific” concept that lies
at the heart of US President Donald Trump’s new strategy, the successor to Barack Obama’s
unhinged “pivot” to Asia.

Having historically punched above its weight internationally, Japan is responding to China’s
muscular rise by strengthening its own position in the region.

Japan’s world-class navy has already begun operating far beyond the country’s waters to
establish its position in the region. “Japan’s willingness to participate in Asian security,” former
US defence secretary Ash Carter recently said, “makes it an increasingly important player in the
region.” However, creating a free and open Indo-Pacific is not the job of one country alone.
Establishing the stable balance of power needed to realize Pence’s vision will require all of the
region’s major democracies—from Japan and India to Indonesia and Australia—to come
together.

The good news is that Abe seems to recognize the importance of cooperation among Asia’s
democratic powers. For example, in discussing the natural alliance between the region’s richest
democracy and its largest one, he declared: “A strong India benefits Japan, and a strong Japan
benefits India.”

With that in mind, Abe and his Indian counterpart, Narendra Modi, recently held a summit that
opened the way for a military logistics pact that would give each country’s armed forces access
to the other’s bases. Beyond instituting a joint “two plus two” dialogue among the countries’
foreign and defence ministers, Abe and Modi agreed to strengthen naval and maritime-security
cooperation and collaborate on projects in third countries, including Myanmar, Bangladesh, and
Sri Lanka, to enhance strategic connectivity in the Indo-Pacific.

At the summit, Japan and India devised a new motto for the bilateral relationship: “Shared
security, shared prosperity, and shared destiny”. Cooperation between India and Japan builds
on, among other things, the trilateral India-Japan-US “Malabar” naval exercises. Malabar has
become an important component of the effort to defend freedom of navigation and overflight in
the Indo-Pacific region, through which two-thirds of global trade travels. If India signed a military
logistics agreement with Japan, as it has with the US, the Indian Navy would be better able to
expand its footprint to the western Pacific, while enabling Japan to project its naval power in the
Indian Ocean.

Fortunately, relations among the Indo-Pacific’s four key maritime democracies— Australia, India,
Japan, and the US—are stronger than ever, characterized by high-level linkages and
intelligence-sharing. These countries should institutionalize their “quad” initiative, with the India-
Japan dyad forming the cornerstone of efforts to pursue wider collaboration in the region.
However, such collaboration will face considerable obstacles.
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For starters, the relationship between Japan and America’s other closest East Asian ally, South
Korea, continues to be held hostage by history.

The issue of “comfort women”, Korean women who were coerced into providing sexual services
to Japanese troops during World War II, has long been particularly contentious. A 2015
agreement, endorsed by Abe and former South Korean President Park Geun-hye, claimed to
resolve the issue “irreversibly”. Japan offered its apology and one billion yen ($8.8 million) for a
fund created to help the victims.

However, earlier this year, Park’s successor, Moon Jae-in, rejected the deal, arguing that it did
not adequately serve the victims or the public. More recently, South Korea’s Supreme Court
ordered a major Japanese steelmaker to compensate the “victims of forced labour” during
Japan’s colonial rule of Korea, though a 1965 bilateral agreement was supposed to have settled
“completely and finally” all such claims.

The rancorous relationship between Japan and South Korea plays directly into China’s hands.
While South Korea obviously should not disregard its history, it should find a way to move past
its colonial subjugation and form new, mutually beneficial relationships with Japan.

Another potential impediment to a concert of Indo-Pacific democracies is domestic instability in
key countries. In strategically located Sri Lanka, for example President Maithripala Sirisena has
ousted Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe (despite the latter’s parliamentary majority) and
called a snap election, though the constitution does not give him the power to do either. A
weakening of the country’s democracy could have strategic ramifications for an economically
integrated but politically divided Indo-Pacific.

Nonetheless, the deepening relationship between Japan and India serves the goal of forestalling
the emergence of a China-centric Asia. If Japan and India—after China, the region’s most
influential countries—can leverage their relationship to generate progress toward a broader
concert of democracies in the region, the vision of a free and open Indo-Pacific may be
achievable after all.

©2018/project syndicate

Brahma Chellaney is professor of strategic studies at the New Delhi-based Center for Policy
Research.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-16

MOU SIGNED ON INDIA-UK CANCER RESEARCH
INITIATIVE FOR AFFORDABLE APPROACHES TO
CANCER.

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - UK

Ministry of Science & Technology

MoU signed on India-UK Cancer Research Initiative for
Affordable Approaches to Cancer.

Posted On: 14 NOV 2018 7:29PM by PIB Delhi

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for the partnership between Department of
Biotechnology and Cancer Research UK for the India-UK India-UK Cancer Research Initiative
was signed today in New Delhi.The India-UK Cancer Research Initiative is a collaborative 5-year
bilateral research initiative by the Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science &
Technology, India and Cancer Research UK (CRUK) that will focus on affordable approaches to
cancer. Both CRUK and DBT will invest £5m each in this 5-year pilot, and seek further
investment from other potential funding partners.

The India-UK Cancer Research Initiative will identify a core set of research challenges that
address issues of affordability, prevention and care of cancer by bringing together leading Indian
and UK experts across clinical research, demographic research, new technologies and physical
sciences. The initiative will provide funding to develop new research alliances and undertake
impactful research to enable significant progress against cancer outcomes.

This is a follow up of the joint statement issued by the Prime Ministers of India and UK during
the visit of Prime Minister of India,Shri Narendra Modi to UK on April 18, 2018. Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi had then stated, “As thriving democracies, we share a desire to work closely
together and with all who share our objective to support a rules-based international order that
upholds agreed international norms, global peace and stability. Together the UK and India are a
force for good in an uncertain world. We are sharing our experience and knowledge to tackle
global challenges. India’s Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and Cancer Research UK
propose to launch a £10 million bilateral research initiative which will focus on low cost
approaches to cancer treatment.”

Speaking at the launch of this initiative, Secretary, DBT ,Dr. Renu Swarup, said , “Cancer is a
global epidemic that requires radically new approaches through inter-disciplinary and multi-
national efforts. The India-UK Cancer Research Initiative will provide a catalysing platform for
scientists and researchers in the UK and India to co-create solutions for affordable cancer care
that improve cancer outcomes around the globe. At DBT our priority is to apply science to
solving complex challenges that benefit all humanity and we are glad to be partnering with
CRUK to support research across all stages of cancer from prevention to cure to addres the
formidable challenge of cancer.”

Nick Grant, Cancer Research UK’s executive director of international partnerships, on the
occasion said that no country escapes the impact of cancer, with millions around the world
diagnosed with the disease every year and we need to bring together the brightest scientific
minds across the world, breaking down barriers to address the challenge of cancer globally.
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The India-UK Cancer Research Initiative was launched today at the Inaugural Researchers’
Summit, which is being held in New Delhi from November 14th to November 16th, 2018. The
summit will facilitate knowledge sharing and communication among scientists, researchers,
epidemiologists, clinicians, public health professionals and industry in the field of oncology.

The research phases of the India-UK Cancer Research Initiative will be overseen by a board of
advisors comprising five cancer experts each from India and UK. Prof. David Hunter of the
University of Oxford and Dr. CS Pramesh of the Tata Memorial Hospital will serve respectively
as Chair and Co-chair of the India-UK Cancer Research Initiative’s Advisory Panel.

The India-UK Cancer Research Initiative provides an opportunity to tackle the global epidemic of
cancer by opening new pathways for international knowledge exchange and research base. The
research outcomes of this initiative will aid cancer prevention, control and management in the
long term. The joint investment by both countries in this initiative is a testament to the emerging
consensus that solutions to affordable cancer care lie in building strategic and evidence-based
research partnerships that benefit the global cancer community.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-17

INDIA’S ACT EAST POLICY CAN MEET OBOR: CHINESE
ENVOY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Luo Zhaohui  

India’s Act East policy and China’s Belt and Road Initiative (One Belt One Road or OBOR) are a
“natural” area of cooperation between the two countries, said China’s Ambassador to India Luo
Zhaohui on Thursday, making another pitch for India to join China’s mega-infrastructure corridor,
which New Delhi has rejected thus far.

However, instead of the more contentious part of the Belt and Road Initiative, the China-
Pakistan-Economic-Corridor that he has spoken of in the past, Mr. Luo suggested that the
cooperation could come through the “China-India-Myanmar” BCIM corridor to India’s North-East.

In a written message for the Youth event, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said he hoped it would
“provide a platform for the youth of both nations to build a ‘Great Wall of Trust and Cooperation’
between the two countries.”

Finding synergy

“Act East and OBOR are quite natural…. And [we must see] how to synergise these two
strategies together between the two countries and between the two leaders and benefit from
cooperation and development. That is the right direction... and I am quite optimistic,” Mr. Luo
said, speaking to delegates at a “China-India Youth Dialogue” seminar.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-17

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND THE ASIAN
DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) SIGN $300 MILLION LOAN
TO SUPPORT INDIA INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE
COMPANY LIMITED (IIFCL)IN INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- Other groupings and agreements

Ministry of Finance

Government of India and the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) sign $300 Million Loan to support India Infrastructure
Finance Company Limited (IIFCL)in India

Posted On: 16 NOV 2018 5:53PM by PIB Delhi

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India signed here todayin national
capital a $300 million Loan Agreement to support lending by India Infrastructure Finance
Company Limited (IIFCL).

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Sameer Kumar Khare, Additional Secretary (Fund Bank and
ADB), Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, who signed the loan agreement on
behalf of Government of India said that the Project will enhance availability of long-term finance
for PPP projects, improve operational capacity of IIFCL, and expand the portfolio of
infrastructure financing instruments available to IIFCL. He further said that the loan is expected
to compliment Government's infrastructure building efforts.

Mr. Kenichi Yokoyama, Country Director of ADB’s India Resident Mission who signed the
agreement for ADB, said that ADB funding is expected to fund at least 13 sub-projects through
IIFCL, involving roads and renewable power generation, under the last tranche.

The Project supports the renewed effort of the Government of India in accelerating infrastructure
growth through increased Private Sector investment. The Project is relevant and responsive to
the constraints to bank based infrastructure financing, fiscal space creation, and repercussions
on GDP growth.

The $300 million ADB loan is expected to help catalyze the financial closing of $2.4 billion in
investments. In addition, the attached technical assistance will support IIFCL capacity
development and will focus on IIFCL’s financial management and social and environmental
safeguards.

 

 

*****

 

DSM/RM/KA



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

 

(Release ID: 1552994) Visitor Counter : 303

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

th Session of the India - Kyrgyz IGC held in New Delhi

Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-17

9TH SESSION OF THE INDIA - KYRGYZ IGC HELD IN
NEW DELHI

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Central Asia

Ministry of Commerce & Industry

9th Session of the India - Kyrgyz IGC held in New Delhi

Posted On: 16 NOV 2018 5:51PM by PIB Delhi

Commerce Minister, Suresh Prabhu and Mr. KosmosbekCholponbaev, Minister of Health,
Government of the Kyrgyz Republic Exchanging protocol on Trade, Economic, Scientific

and Technological Cooperation

 

The 9th Session of the India-Kyrgyz Inter-Governmental Commission on Trade,
Economic, Scientific and Technological Cooperation (IK-IGC) was held on 15-16
November, 2018 in New Delhi and concluded today with signing of Protocol. The IK-
IGC was co-chaired by The Union Minister for Commerce & Industry and Civil
Aviation, Suresh Prabhu, and Mr. Kosmosbek Cholponbaev, Minister of Health,
Government of the Kyrgyz Republic.

India and Kyrgyzstan have identified potential sectors where both sides may engage
in areas like healthcare and pharmaceutical, environmental and technical safety,
agriculture, information, tourism and culture, textiles and clothing, banking, labor and
social development, mines and standards, metrology and certification sector.
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Both sides agreed to hold business to business forums between Kyrgyz and Indian
companies as well as the exchange of business and commercial information and
search for partners.

Kyrgyz side proposed to consider the creation of joint food and food processing
ventures for agriculture and meat product for export to the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) markets. It requested India to assist in incubation methods and breeding of
fresh water fish, fish disease prophylactic treatment, primary processing and storage
of fish and fish products, creation of electronic data base for the pastures, monitoring,
assessment and conducting of remote sensing of mountainous pastures including
geo-information system.

The parties agreed to hold the tenth meeting of the Kyrgyz-Indian inter-governmental
Commission on Trade-Economic and Scientific-Technical Cooperation in Bishkek,
Kyrgyz Republic.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-17

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND THE ASIAN
DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) SIGN $105 MILLION LOAN
TO SUPPORT HYDROPOWER TRANSMISSION IN
HIMACHAL PRADESH

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- Other groupings and agreements

Ministry of Finance

Government of India and the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) Sign $105 Million Loan to Support Hydropower
Transmission in Himachal Pradesh

Posted On: 16 NOV 2018 5:54PM by PIB Delhi

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India today signed a $105 million
loan to continue financing the transmission system upgrades in Himachal Pradesh for increased
supply of hydropower to the state and the national grid.

The tranche 3 loan is part of the $350 million multi-tranche financing facility (MFF) for Himachal
Pradesh Clean Energy Transmission Investment Program approved by the ADB Board in
September 2011. The program is aimed at developing and expanding the transmission network
to evacuate clean and renewable power generated from the State’s hydropower sources to load
centers within and outside the State. It also supports the institutional capacity development of
the state transmission utility, Himachal Pradesh Power Transmission Corporation Limited
(HPPTCL), as the executing agency for this project.

The signatories to the loan agreement were Mr. Sameer Kumar Khare, Additional Secretary
(Fund Bank and ADB), Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, who signed on
behalf of the Government of India; and Mr. Kenichi Yokoyama, Country Director of ADB’s India
Resident Mission, who signed for ADB.

“This particular loan will help Government of Himachal Pradesh to benefit electricity consumers
in the state and throughout northern India, by increasing the transmission system capacity for
inflow of the hydropower generated in the state into India’s national grid,”said Mr. Khare after
signing the loan agreement.

“This last tranche under the MFF will help sustain confidence among existing and potential
hydropower developers about the availability of sufficient transmission capacity for evacuation of
power from hydropower generation sources in Himachal Pradesh,” said Mr. Yokoyama.

The loan will have a 25-year term, including a grace period of 5 years, an annual interest rate
determined in accordance with ADB’s lending facility based on the London interbank offered rate
(LIBOR), and a commitment charge of 0.15% per year.

ADB is committed to achieving a prosperous, inclusive, resilient, and sustainable Asia and the
Pacific, while sustaining its efforts to eradicate extreme poverty. Established in 1966, it is owned
by 67 members—48 from the region. In 2017, ADB operations totaled $32.2 billion, including
$11.9 billion in cofinancing.
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-17

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND THE ASIAN
DEVELOPMENT BANK (ADB) SIGN $ 169 MILLION
LOAN TO PROVIDE WATER AND SANITATION
SERVICES IN TAMIL NADU

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India- Other groupings and agreements

Ministry of Finance

Government of India and the Asian Development Bank
(Adb) Sign $ 169 Million Loan to Provide Water and
Sanitation Services in Tamil Nadu

Posted On: 16 NOV 2018 5:25PM by PIB Delhi

Asian Development Bank (ADB) and the Government of India signed here today a $169 million
loan as the First Tranche of a $500 million multi-tranche financing to develop climate-resilient
water supply, sewerage, and drainage infrastructure in at least 10 cities in the State of Tamil
Nadu. 

The signatories to the loan for the Tamil Nadu Urban Flagship Investment Program were Mr.
Sameer Kumar Khare, Additional Secretary (Fund Bank and ADB), Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Finance, who signed for the Government of India; and Mr. Kenichi Yokoyama,
Country Director of ADB’s India Resident Mission, who signed for ADB.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr Khare said that the State has faced recurring droughts and erratic
monsoons in the recent past resulting in severe water scarcity and urban flooding. He said that
ADB’s support will help address these complex urban challenges through innovative and
climate-resilient investment and deeper institutional support. 

Mr. Yokoyama said that the ADB program forms part of its support to the state’s Vision Tamil
Nadu 2023 to provide universal access to water and sanitation and to develop world-class cities
in high-performing industrial corridors. 

Though Tamil Nadu is the most urbanized of India’s large States, urban service levels remain
low, with less than half of households served by piped water, only 42% of households are
covered by a sewerage network, with 43% of sewage disposed directly into waterways
untreated. 

The program will develop climate-resilient sewerage collection and treatment and drainage
systems in 10 cities, and install the country’s first solar-powered sewage treatment plant.
Introduction of smart water management systems will help reduce non-revenue water and
strengthen operational efficiency. Around 4 million people will benefit from piped water and
sewerage connections and improved drainage. The program will boost institutional capacity,
public awareness, and urban governance as part of a comprehensive approach for developing
livable cities. 

The First Tranche Loan will target the cities of Chennai, Coimbatore, Rajapalayam,
Tiruchirappalli, Tirunelveli, and Vellore. A $2 million grant from the Asian Clean Energy Fund,
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established by the Government of Japan, will fund the solar energy pilot project. An ADB
technical assistance grant of $1 million will accompany the program to support capacity building.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2018-11-18

OPINION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: RCEP

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, or RCEP, is not a “competitor” to the
Trans-Pacific Partnership (or, as it’s now known after adding the adjectives “comprehensive”
and “progressive,” the CPTPP). Yes, the CPTPP very obviously excludes the People’s Republic
of China while the RCEP does not. But, unlike the former, the RCEP is a more traditional sort of
trade deal, in which tariff cuts on tradeable goods—rather than high standards for labour,
environmental and intellectual-property protections—are at the center of the discussion.

That’s part of the reason India is leery of signing it. This week, as leaders of the 16 RCEP
nations met in Singapore, India managed to postpone its moment of reckoning: instead of
concluding negotiations by the end of the year as hoped, the leaders agreed that the deal would
be signed next year. Prime Minister Narendra Modi called for an “early conclusion” to the talks,
and others said that significant progress had been made. But the truth is that the gulf between
India and the other 15 countries in the RCEP remains deep, and it isn’t clear how or if it can be
bridged.

RCEP is is essentially a deal between the 10 members of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations and the other countries—Japan, China, South Korea, India, Australia and New
Zealand—with which ASEAN has existing free-trade deals. Indian officials already not-so-quietly
regret the current pact with ASEAN. They complain that exports from ASEAN into India have
grown far quicker than Indian exports to the bloc, which they attribute to the fact that India is a
“services economy.” Thus, they’re willing to hold up RCEP until Indian companies are granted
more market access for services than is currently the case.

The truth is that those officials have it backwards. India has largely failed to develop a
manufacturing sector because its factories aren’t competitive and aren’t plugged into global
supply chains. Over the past few years, tariffs have started rising as well—often in an ad hoc
and arbitrary manner—which means that becoming part of spread-out value chains will be even
tougher. Modi may want to protect Indian industry. But if he’s going to create the manufacturing
jobs he promised in his 2014 prime ministerial campaign, he can’t turn his back on dense knot of
production and trade that the RCEP countries represent.

As for Indian services exports, the truth is that market access isn’t as straightforward as all that.
Services trade requires harmonized rules and regulations—something that RCEP isn’t
prioritizing in the first place. And, in fact, many bits of the agreement that do focus on
convergence of rules are also unacceptable to India. It will object, for example, to any clause
that forbids laws mandating data localization, having already clamped down on foreign
payments networks and internet companies.

Some participants in RCEP might be tempted to dump India and move ahead, signing a reduced
version of the agreement just as the other 11 signatories to the CPTPP moved on without
Donald Trump’s U.S. In the end, though, such a move wouldn’t be terribly useful. New Zealand,
for example, already has trade agreements with every RCEP participant except for India. Given
the difficulty of getting Indian negotiators to the table for bilateral trade deals, the RCEP remains
the best chance to incorporate India into a genuinely open trading bloc.

In the end, success will come down to give and take, and one country will have to give the most:
China. India’s concerns about hidden Chinese subsidies and closed Chinese markets are
shared now by much of the world. And it’s not as if Chinese policy makers have no flexibility:
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After tariffs on US soy exports were imposed as part of the first salvos of the Sino-American
trade war, Indian exporters of soymeal found Chinese authorities were far more willing to make
things easier for them.

While RCEP may appear to be a multilateral deal, negotiations between China and India lie at its
heart. Other countries have now accepted that fact, allowing India to also negotiate separately
with China, as well as Australia and New Zealand, under a “bilateral pairing mechanism”.

For Beijing, this is an opportunity to demonstrate not just its continuing commitment to free trade
but also its willingness to make trade fairer than it’s been in the past. If the 2019 deadline is to
mean anything, then both India and China will have to think very hard about where their national
interests really lie. If they do, they’re likely to view compromise much more favorably.

This column does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the editorial board or Bloomberg LP and
its owners.

Mihir Sharma is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist. He was a columnist for the Indian Express and
the Business Standard, and he is the author of Restart: The Last Chance for the Indian
Economy.

This story has been published from a wire agency feed without modifications to the text. Only
the headline has been changed.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-19

INDIA STEPS UP AGRO-DIPLOMACY WITH CHINA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Seizing opportunity:Assam tea has good prospects in China as it blends well with milk-based tea
drinks.AP  

As the trade war with the United States continues to bite — with only a slim chance that the
world’s two biggest economies can go past a possible truce — China appears to be opening up
to non-U.S. imports.

Smelling an unexpected opportunity to export more to the Middle Kingdom, India is quietly
squeezing in the door. The focus so far has been on pushing agri-products into the Chinese
market. Sensing that China would look first at its food security by diversifying imports in view of
the trade war, New Delhi has stepped up its agro-diplomacy with Beijing.

Over the past two months, Indian food and beverage producers have been conducting seminars
and road shows in the Chinese capital.

Soya source

Though Indian soya bean exports are apparently a priority, especially after the China imposed a
25% levy on U.S. imports, success in the huge Chinese soya bean market is yet to materialise,
though some progress may have registered during talks. Visiting Commerce Secretary Anup
Wadhawan in a conversation with his Chinese counterpart Wang Shouwen earlier in November
“expressed satisfaction over progress on soya bean meal and pomegranate and related issues,”
an Indian Embassy press statement said.

However, other agri-products may have stolen a march over soya beans in finding a niche in the
Chinese market. On November 6, Jay Shree Tea and Industries Ltd. signed a $1-million black
tea export contract with State-owned COFCO. Assam tea, in particular, has good prospects in
China as it blends well with milk-based tea drinks. “China has been traditionally a green tea
market. But of late, its young people are developing a taste for milk infused bubble tea,
potentially opening a larger market for Indian black teas,” said Arun Kumar Ray, Deputy
Chairman of the Tea Board, on a visit to Beijing.

India’s efforts to export sugar to China, which began in earnest in June, also appear to have
paid dividends. Earlier this month, a Commerce Ministry statement said the Indian Sugar Mills
Association had signed its first sugar export contract of 50,000 tonnes with COFCO. During his
visit, Mr. Wadhawan briefed the China Sugar Association about India’s proven capacity to meet
China’s sugar needs over the long haul.

China has also opened up imports of non-Basmati rice from India in June on the sidelines of the
Qingdao summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO). Officials say China is a
lucrative $1.5-$2 billion market for Indian rice. A delegation of Indian rice traders was in Beijing
in October on a follow-up visit after China, in principle, opened its doors to 24 India-based rice
mills.

Efforts to tap the Chinese agri-market, in view of the China-U.S. trade war, was flagged in April.
In his opening remarks at the fifth China-India Strategic Economic Dialogue, NITI Aayog Vice-
Chairman Rajiv Kumar said India was ready to step in and supply soya beans to China. “I was
noticing that there were some tariffs that were issued on farmers from Iowa and Ohio, etc.
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Maybe India can substitute for something like soya beans and sugar if we could have access to
those exports with all the due quality considerations that you might have,” Mr. Kumar had said.

Trade imbalance

Despite signs of incremental progress, India’s $63-billion trade imbalance with China is
alarming. In his meetings in Shanghai, Mr. Wadhawan stressed that pharmaceuticals,
information technology services and tourism, in which India has a significant global footprint, had
a “minuscule presence” in China.

Earlier this year, India had raised the red flag about its adverse trade balance during China’s
trade policy review at the WTO, specifically citing hindrances that Indian exporters of rice, meat,
pharmaceuticals and IT products were encountering to access the Chinese market.

“There are some positive developments... but we want that to be reflected in concrete trade
figures before we can conclude that there has been a turnaround in our commercial ties with
China,” an Indian diplomat told The Hindu .
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2018-11-19

VIEW FROM THE NEIGHBOURHOOD: NO VIOLENCE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developing countries on India's

interests

Recreating the classic ‘mohalle ki Diwali’ on Digital?

As campaigning gets into full swing in Bangladesh ahead of the general elections, the November
15 editorial in The Dhaka Tribune recalls the violence in 2013 and urges that every effort is
made to avoid a repeat of that situation. The run-up to the January 5, 2014 elections were dark
days for Bangladesh. It says: “The run-up to the January 5, 2014 elections were dark days for
Bangladesh.

Rather than sit down with the government to try to reach an amicable agreement with respect to
the upcoming elections, the BNP (Bangladesh Nationalist Party) declared war on the
Bangladeshi people and embarked on a shameful campaign of street violence including bus
burnings, that left hundreds dead. Untold damage was done to the country, and we had hoped
that, with another general election around the corner, that the days of political violence were
finally behind us.”

This time around, however, signs have been encouraging “with the government holding sit-
downs with different opposition alliances to iron out various disagreements”. However, “BNP
supporters vandalising vehicles and setting fire to a police pickup truck and patrol car in front of
the party office in Naya Paltan.” The editorial urges political parties not to turn violent, law
enforcement to deal with the Opposition with restraint and “finally, it is incumbent upon the
Election Commission to take an even-handed approach, and make it clear that election-related
violence will not be tolerated, no matter who does it”.

Parliament in turmoil

The political situation in Sri Lanka took an almost bizarre turn when a sitting MP brandished
what appeared to be a knife in the country’s parliament. According to the November 17 editorial
in The Island, “on no grounds can yesterday’s ugly scenes in the House be justified. Those who
were responsible for them must be condemned unreservedly. President Sirisena and Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa cannot absolve themselves of the responsibility for the shameful
acts of rowdyism in the House”.

It adds: “The UPFA MPs, whose leaders boast of having defeated terrorism and saved
democracy, are wreaking havoc on the national legislature in the most despicable manner. It
may be difficult for them to come to terms with the fact they failed to muster a working majority
after grabbing power and their opponents have more than 120 seats in the House. But that
cannot be cited in extenuation of plunging Parliament into chaos. It is high time they started
behaving like civilised politicians.”

The editorial cites the shifting loyalties of the various political parties to assert that “PM
Rajapaksa need not worry about the political consequences of his actions during the last two
weeks. President Sirisena has forgiven the UNP, which he accused of being involved in a plot to
assassinate him and the Rajapaksas who, he said before the 2015 presidential election, would
harm him in the event of his defeat.”

The editorial finally hopes “that party leaders, including Sirisena, Rajapaksa and
Wickremesinghe will meet over the weekend, discuss the current situation at length and do
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everything in their power to put the crisis behind them and ensure that the national budget is
presented to Parliament without further delay.”

Imran’s U-turns

“In attempting to address a perception,” begins Dawn’s editorial on November 18, Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan “appears to have unwittingly further exposed the problem”.

Khan’s recent about turns on both political and economic matters have created the impression
that the office of prime minister and the complexities of government are proving too much for the
PTI chief. In a press conference meant to allay this perception, the opposite seems to have
occurred: “According to media reports, Mr Khan defended decisions of his government that have
been characterised by political opponents as U-turns. And the prime minister made a rather
startling comparison to Adolf Hitler’s alleged unwillingness to reconsider the German invasion of
Russia, which according to Mr Khan’s understanding was a mistake that ultimately led to Hitler’s
defeat.”

“Were the remarks merely carelessly framed,” asks the editorial, and asserts that the PM must
provide an explanation with regard to the reference to Hitler. “As for the prime minister’s claim
that U-turns ought to be lauded as a sign of mature political leadership, the founder of the PTI
was following a more familiar political course of blaming shifting circumstances for alleged
changes in government policy,” it adds. While accusing the government of a “lack of clarity”, it
says: “A willingness to adjust policy to changed circumstances is a necessary and good attribute
in a government. But ignorance or a flawed understanding of a problem at the outset will
inevitably require an adjustment to reality — which is the nub of the allegation against Mr Khan
and his shaky start as prime minister.”
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-20

SILVER JUBILEE COMMEMORATION CEREMONY OF
SIMBEX- 2018

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

Ministry of Defence

Silver Jubilee Commemoration Ceremony of SIMBEX- 2018

Posted On: 19 NOV 2018 5:07PM by PIB Delhi

Silver Jubilee Commemoration Ceremony to mark the 25th edition of SIMBEX, “Singapore-India
Maritime Bilateral Exercise” was held onboard INS Sahyadri at Visakhapatnam today, 19
November 18.  The Ceremony was attended by Adm Sunil Lanba, the Chief of Naval Staff and
Rear Adm Lew Chuen Hong, Chief of Navy Republic of Singapore, Vice Adm Karambir Singh
FOC-in-C ENC, Flag Officers, Commanding Officers and personnel from participating ships. 

 

Rear Adm Dinesh K Tripathi, Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet welcomed the Guests to
the historic occasion to commemorate the 25th edition of the bilateral exercise between the two
navies of India and Republic of Singapore.  Speaking on the occasion, Adm Sunil Lanba
highlighted that SIMBEX is the longest un-interrupted bilateral maritime exercise that India has
had with any navy.  The importance of this achievement was also flagged by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister at the Shangri La Dialogue in June this year.  He also reiterated that naval cooperation
through SIMBEX underscores the shared commitment of both nations to security, safety and
freedom of navigation and overflight in the global commons.   The 25th edition of SIMBEX is the
largest in terms of complexity, weapon firings and maritime geography. He concluded by
reminding the audience the motto of the Republic of Singapore Navy ‘Beyond Horizon’ while that
of the Indian Navy ‘Sam No Varunah’ which translates to ‘May the Ocean Gods be Auspicious
Unto Us’.  As the Silver Jubilee of the maritime bilateral exercises progress, he wished SIMBEX
to go Beyond Horizons and in the process, let the ocean gods be auspicious unto both the
navies.

 

Addressing the gathering, Adm Lew Chuen Hong, Chief of Navy Republic of Singapore Navy
referred to the historic maritime links through maritime trade of both countries dating back to 3rd
and 4th century.  He brought out that Singapore and India are like minded countries that share
similar outlook towards preserving freedom of sea following rules and norms laid down in
UNCLOS.  He highlighted the special relations that both navies have through substantive
interactions.  Corner stone for Navy-Navy relations is SIMBEX which stated as a basic anti-
submarine exercise in 1994 as ‘Lion King’ has grown from strength to strength.  The 25th edition
of SIMBEX is the largest ever participation by the Singapore Navy in any bilateral exercise.

 

To mark the historic occasion and as a symbol of growing trust and comfort levels between the
two navies, a special Logo was also released. The occasion was also utilised to simultaneous
release Special Postal Cover and Singaporean Postage Stamp on SIMBEX.
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2018-11-20

RAJA MANDALA: BATTLE FOR ISLANDS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

© 2018 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

C. Raja Mohan is Director, Institute of South Asian Studies, National University of
Singapore, and the consulting editor on foreign affairs for 'The Indian Express'. Before his
association with The Indian Express began in 2004, Raja Mohan worked for The Hindu as its
Washington correspondent and Strategic Affairs Editor. He was a distinguished fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation, New Delhi.  In his academic avatar, Raja Mohan has been
professor of South Asian Studies at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, and the
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. As a think tanker, he worked at the Institute for
Defence Studies and Analyses and Centre for Policy Research in New Delhi. He is on the
editorial board of various international affairs journals and is affiliated with the Institute of South
Asian Studies, Singapore; the Lowy Institute, Sydney; and the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, Washington DC. He is the author, most recently, of Samudra Manthan:
Sino-Indian Rivalry in the Indo-Pacific.

Simultaneous developments last week in different corners of the Indo-Pacific — from the
Maldives to Papua New Guinea — remind us of the renewed geopolitical importance of the
island states. Connecting these diverse developments is China’s push for greater influence in
the Indo-Pacific and the belated resistance from rival powers — including India, Australia, New
Zealand, Japan and the United States.

At the dawn of the modern maritime age four centuries ago, control of critically-located islands
became an important part of the rivalry between European powers in the Atlantic and the Indo-
Pacific. Islands helped the replenishment of supplies, positioning of troops and ammunition as
well as for the host ship to do repair and maintenance. Island dominance was the key to
securing the sea lines of communication.

The Anglo-American maritime dominance over the last two centuries helped limit the
contestation for the islands. The one brief exception was imperial Japan’s challenge in the
decades before the Second World War. Today, the rise of China has pitchforked the island
states back to the centre stage of major power politics.

No wonder, Prime Minister Narendra Modi found time during the busy election season to travel
all the way south to Male, the capital of the Maldives, for a visit that lasted less than four hours.
For both Delhi and Male, the PM’s visit was about signalling India’s enduring importance for the
Maldives. Modi’s presence at the swearing-in of the new president of the Maldives, Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih, underlined the renewed warmth in the relations between the two countries.

Under Solih’s predecessor, Abdulla Yameen, India’s relations with the Maldives rapidly
deteriorated even as China’s influence began to rise. The contestation between Delhi and
Beijing in the Maldives inevitably got intertwined with the democratic struggle of the opposition
parties to end Yameen’s autocracy. They kept demanding an Indian intervention as Yameen
trampled over the parliament and judiciary, but Delhi held back.

The intersection of Sino-Indian rivalry with domestic politics has also come to the fore in
neighbouring Sri Lanka. Like much of the international community, India too was surprised late
last month, when the Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena dismissed Prime Minister Ranil
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Wickremesinghe and installed the former president Mahinda Rajapaksa as the head of
government.

Even before the rest of the world could absorb the meaning of Sirisena’s political coup, the
Chinese ambassador in Colombo showed up at Rajapaksa’s office to congratulate him and
convey the best wishes of President Xi. India, the US and EU, in contrast, emphasised the
importance of due constitutional process and letting parliament test which party had the majority.

If China is widely seen as the loser — at least for the moment — from the elections in the
Maldives, it was seen as a winner in Rajapaksa’s return to power. During his decade-long rule of
Sri Lanka (2004-15), Colombo seemed to steadily drift into China’s orbit. Symbolising China’s
new influence in Lanka were the strategic contracts it won to build the Colombo port city and the
construction of a new port at Hambantota in the southern part of the island. India, in turn,
appeared to lose its historic primacy in the island state.

Looking further east, last week saw the island state of Papua New Guinea host the annual
summit of the forum for Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation. How did the poorest member of the
forum venture to host the summit that brings leaders from 20-odd countries from America to
China, Malaysia to Japan and Canada to Chile? Well, the Chinese and Australians have lent
generous assistance.

As in the Maldives and Sri Lanka, the last few years have seen a spectacular rise in Chinese
commercial and political presence in Papua New Guinea. As speculation mounted that China
might be in quest of a military base in Papua New Guinea, Australia and the US moved in last
week and announced that they will fund the development of the port facilities in the Manus
Island to the north-east of the main island. Imperial Japan — Canberra and Washington have
not forgotten — had occupied Manus and built a military base there in 1942.

Earlier this year, Canberra nudged Beijing out of a deal to build an under-sea internet cable
between Papua, Australia and the Solomon Islands. This week, Australia joined the US, Japan
and New Zealand in unveiling a project to provide electricity to 70 per cent of the Papua New
Guinea population by 2030.

Like Delhi in the Indian Ocean, Canberra and Wellington had underestimated the scale and
speed of China’s power projection into their South Pacific neighbourhood. So did the US, which
failed to react in time to China’s push to gain control of the small rocks and islands of the South
China Sea at the beginning of this decade.

The unfolding contestation for influence in the island states of the Indo-Pacific has just begun. It
is unlikely to end any time soon — for one setback in the Maldives or Papua does not diminish
China’s growing weight in the Indo-Pacific or its determination to project power far beyond its
shores.

Unlike the European colonial powers, which could easily prevail over natives of the strategic
island territories, today’s major powers have to deal with the more complex domestic politics of
the island nations. The ruling regimes in these islands have agency and the capacity to play one
power against the other. That promises to make the battle for the islands a prolonged and
exciting political spectacle in the Indo-Pacific.

Download the Indian Express apps for iPhone, iPad or Android

© 2018 The Indian Express Ltd. All Rights Reserved



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-21

INDIA, RUSSIA TO BUILD STEALTH FRIGATES
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Russia

A file photo of INS Trikhand , a Talwar class frigate, ofthe Navy.  

India on Tuesday signed a $500 million deal with Russia to locally manufacture two stealth
frigates with technology transfer. The agreement was signed between Goa Shipyard Limited
(GSL) and Rosoboronexport of Russia.

“The deal is for material, design and specialist assistance from Russia for the ships. Balance
work will be done by GSL, and it will have a whole lot of Indian equipment, including BrahMos
missiles,” Shekhar Mital, CMD of GSL, told The Hindu .

Mr. Mital added that work on the two frigates will start in two years by mid-2020 and is expected
to be completed by 2026-2027.

The cost of the engines for the ships which would come directly from Ukraine and the cost of
constructing them at GSL are in addition. While the ships are built by Russia, the engines are
supplied by Zorya Nashproekt of Ukraine. Four gas turbine engines, gear boxes and specialist
support will cost around $50 mn per ship, a Defence source said.

In October 2016, India and Russia signed an Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) for four
Krivak or Talwar stealth frigates — two to be procured directly from Russia and two to be built by
GSL. Of late, GSL has maintained a good track record. It has delivered 28 ships ahead of
schedule in the past four years.

India recently signed a $1 bn deal with Russia for direct purchase of two frigates. The basic
structures of the two frigates are already ready at the Yantar shipyard in Russia and will be
finished now.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-21

WHEN GIANTS CLASH: ON THE US-CHINA DISCORD
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: APEC

Breaking with more than a quarter-century of history, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) organisation wrapped up its summit with no joint communiqué issued. Its leaders,
principally led by the U.S. and China, clashed over the proposed wording of the document. The
economic rivalry between Washington and Beijing appeared to fracture the 21-nation summit
into two segments. The source of the friction stemmed from the Trump administration’s “America
First” policy, under which Washington led the charge on “unfair trade practices”. This was an
implicit accusation that China wasn’t levelling the playing field in global trade. The U.S. has been
urging China to increase market access and grant intellectual property protections for American
corporations, cut back on industrial subsidies and, at a broader level, bring down the $375-billion
trade gap. Vice President Mike Pence, who attended on the President’s behalf, also hinted at
strategic pushback when he called upon nations to eschew loans that could leave them in a debt
trap with Beijing. The Chinese message at the plenary was a strategic one too: President Xi
Jinping did not mince words in touting Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative. The BRI has worried
smaller Asian nations and the U.S., particularly given that China views the Asia-Pacific
landscape as a means to secure economic predominance worldwide.

To understand what this clash of the global economic titans portends for the world trading
system, it is instructive to examine the path of their mutual conflict thus far. The troubles began
over the summer when both countries started taxing $50 billion worth of the other’s imports,
followed by the U.S. slapping $200 billion of Chinese exports with a 10% tariff, to be ratcheted
up to 25% by the year-end. China, unsurprisingly, retaliated with a promise to impose reciprocal
taxes to the tune of $60 billion. Already, the tariff war has resulted in the IMF downgrading its
global growth outlook for this year and the next to 3.7%, down 0.2 percentage points from an
earlier forecast. If this continues, eventually global supply chains may be hit, and shrinking trade
volumes may cause companies to seek out new trading routes and partners. Institutionally,
multilateral rule-making bodies such as the WTO may lose their authority, and an interlocking
system of bilateral trade treaties and punitive sanctions networks may substitute the consensus-
based approach that was forged so painstakingly after World War II. Asia will be at the heart of
this war of attrition because strategic control of its high-value maritime trading routes is the key
to China’s dreams of global trade dominance. After the APEC summit the world is still poised on
the edge of the trade war vortex. The forthcoming G20 meeting in Argentina offers an
opportunity to pull back from the brink.

Recent attacks suggest that Maoists are focussing on greater militarisation
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Source : www.hindustantimes.com Date : 2018-11-21

THE MALDIVES’ NEW REGIME IS AN OPPORTUNITY
FOR INDIA TO REGAIN ITS LOST GROUND

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

The Maldives and India appear to have struck all the right chords for a much-needed reset of the
bilateral relationship as the new government headed by President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih
assumed office in Male over the weekend. Mr Solih’s swearing-in was immediately followed by a
meeting with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the only head of state or government to be invited
to the ceremony — a clear signal, if any was needed, as to which way the new leadership of the
Maldives is leaning. The two countries agreed to focus on the concerns and aspirations of both
sides as they work to maintain peace and stability in the Indian Ocean region. Mr Solih spoke of
the “dire economic situation” facing the Maldives and Mr Modi assured him that the Indian
government was prepared to help the archipelago in “every possible way”.

Even before he assumed office, Mr Solih had spoken of an “India first” policy, a significant shift
away from his predecessor Abdulla Yameen’s tight embrace of China, both for political support
in the face of international condemnation of his repressive policies and for financial backing for
massive infrastructure projects. It is the huge Chinese debt associated with these projects —
with various estimates putting it at $1.5 billion to as much as $3 billion, or almost half the
country’s GDP — that will be the first challenge Mr Solih will have to face. Then there is the
issue of keeping together the multi-party alliance led by the Maldives Democratic Party. Though
Mr Solih enjoys the support of former president, Mohamed Nasheed, one cannot forget that Mr
Yameen garnered almost 42 % of the votes in September’s election and still enjoys considerable
support. Mr Solih’s government will also have to contend with the creeping rise of Islamic
radicalisation, with the Maldives recently emerging as a country with one of the highest per
capita numbers for foreign fighters operating with groups in Syria and Iraq.

Clearly, India will be glad to regain some of the space it had been forced to cede in the Maldives
because of Mr Yameen’s pro-China stance. The two countries will have an opportunity to
discuss issues such as the continued presence of two military helicopters and associated
personnel, which Mr Yameen had wanted to send back, and the denial of work visas to
hundreds of Indians in recent months. India will also have to take the lead in working with the
Maldives to strengthen both Mr Solih’s government and democratic institutions.

First Published: Nov 20, 2018 18:00 IST
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PRESIDENT OF INDIA ADDRESSES NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY OF VIETNAM; LEADS DELEGATION-LEVEL
TALKS; SAYS VIETNAM IS PIVOTAL TO INDIA’S “ACT
EAST” POLICY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - East Asia

President's Secretariat

President of India addresses National Assembly of
Vietnam; leads delegation-level talks; says Vietnam is
pivotal to India’s “Act East” policy

Posted On: 20 NOV 2018 12:00PM by PIB Delhi

The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, addressed the National Assembly of
Vietnam today (November 20, 2018) in Hanoi, on the final day of his visit to Vietnam.
He also held bilateral meetings with the President of Vietnam as well as led
delegation-level talks. On the occasion, the two countries signed and exchanged four
agreements:

An agreement between the Ministry of Information and Communications of
Vietnam and the Ministry of Communications of India

●

An agreement of cooperation between the Department of Foreign Affairs of
Provinces, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Vietnam, and the Indian Business Chamber
in Vietnam

●

An academic agreement between the Ho Chi Minh National Academy of Politics,
Hanoi, and the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

●

An agreement between the Confederation of Indian Industry and the Vietnam
Chamber of Commerce and Industry

●

Addressing members of the National Assembly this morning, President Kovind noted
that Vietnam is the first ASEAN and Southeast Asian country he is visiting in his
capacity as President of India. Vietnam is always on our minds, he said, and always
in our hearts. It is pivotal to India’s “Act East” policy. The President emphasised that
India’s association with Vietnam has many aspects. We have robust business,
political and people-to-people bonds. We are both stakeholders in the commerce,
security and stability of the Indo-Pacific Region.

The President said that India offers a cooperation model that does not require its
friends to make choices but rather expands choices and expands opportunities for all;
that opens not one but many roads. India has consistently supported ASEAN’s unity
and centrality and ASEAN-led mechanisms for regional security and economic
architecture – to promote peace and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific Region.
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The President said that the ocean system is a resource for Vietnam and India and for
many other countries and communities. Vietnam and India share a vision for the Indo-
Pacific Region, of which the South China Sea is a critical component. We share a
vision of a rules-based order that respects sovereignty and territorial integrity,
ensures freedom of navigation and over-flight, as well as unimpeded, lawful
commerce.

 

The President said that India looks forward to enhanced bilateral cooperation in the
maritime domain – for instance, through our first Bilateral Maritime Security Dialogue
to be hosted by Vietnam in early 2019. Maritime security, piracy, and drug trafficking
using the oceans are issues of common concern. “I am confident,” President Kovind
said, “that the programme of regular and friendly visits to each other’s ports by naval
and coast guard ships from our countries will upgrade cooperation.”

 

In a separate engagement this morning, the President paid his respects at the
monument of National Heroes and Martyrs as well as at the Mausoleum of Ho Chi
Minh.  Later, he visited the Presidential Palace, where he was received by
President Nguyen Phu Trong and accorded a ceremonial welcome.

 

During the subsequent discussions with President Nguyen Phu Trong, the
President thanked him for his gracious hospitality. The President said that he had a
memorable visit to Da Nang yesterday. The Cham temples are a fascinating aspect of
our shared heritage. Subsequently, the President led the Indian side in delegation-
level talks. He said Indian investors are keen to strengthen their presence in Vietnam.
India seeks Vietnam’s support in facilitating Indian investments in sectors like
renewable energy, infrastructure, agriculture, textiles, pharmaceuticals, and oil and
gas. India also looks forward to cooperation with Vietnam in improving agricultural
productivity. 

 

The President issued a media statement on his visit to Vietnam. 

 

Later this afternoon, the President will have a bilateral meeting with the Prime
Minister of Vietnam, Mr Nguyen Xuan Phuc. This will be followed soon after by
a banquet hosted in honour of the President of India by the President of Vietnam, Mr
Nguyen Phu Trong.  Thereafter, President Kovind will emplane for Sydney, Australia
– on the final leg of his two-nation visit to Vietnam and Australia. 
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Click here to access President's address  at the National Assembly of Vietnam 

Click here to access President's Media Statement on his visit to Vietnam  
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-22

WAR WITHOUT END? ON THE ATTACK ON KABUL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developing countries on India's

interests

The attack on a religious gathering in Kabul that killed 55 people, including several scholars and
clerics, is another signal of Afghanistan’s descent into chaos. The clerics had gathered to mark
the birth anniversary of Prophet Mohammed when the suicide bomber blew himself up. The
Taliban denied responsibility and blamed the attack on “seditious circles”, alluding to the Islamic
State. Given the manner of the attack, it could well be responsible. In June, the IS had claimed
an attack on another gathering of clerics. In Afghanistan the group has carried out a series of
attacks on Shia religious gatherings and mosques. Hardline Sunnis consider venerating the
Prophet’s birthday sacrilegious, making the clerical gathering a target for extremists such as the
IS. But beyond the specific reasons behind the attack, the fact that a major religious gathering in
the Afghan capital can be so easily assaulted by terrorists is worrying. Despite repeated
promises by the government, the security situation has deteriorated, and markedly. Afghan
forces face a war on two fronts. One is with the Taliban, which is mostly attacking government
offices and soldiers. The other is with the IS, which is targeting civilians, minorities and clerics. It
is almost certain, after 17 years of war, that the government cannot stabilise the country using
force.

This stalemate has prompted the Afghan government and its international backers to look for
ways other than war to find a solution to the conflict. The U.S. has already appointed a special
envoy to Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad. He has held talks with Taliban representatives in Doha.
Russia has also stepped into the peace process by hosting an international conference in
Moscow, in which both Taliban and Afghan representatives participated. These attempts are
actually exploring the possibility of a peace deal between the Taliban and the Afghan
government to end the insurgency. It is not going to be easy. The Taliban insists on international
troops being withdrawn from Afghanistan as a precondition and wants changes in the Afghan
Constitution. The government wants the Taliban to accept the Constitution, while the Americans
say a troops pullout is not a matter of discussion with the Taliban. Still, the Taliban has made it
clear that it is ready for talks, which is in itself a change given the group’s approach towards the
conflict. It had, for the first time, agreed to a brief ceasefire with government forces around Id
earlier this year. The reason is that the Taliban realises that it cannot win the war, at least not as
long as the U.S. supports the government. It is also facing heat from the IS. The question is
whether the government can seize the moment, strengthen its own counter-insurgency
measures and negotiate from a position of strength, with backing from international actors. It’s
indeed a tall ask.

Recent attacks suggest that Maoists are focussing on greater militarisation
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ONCE MORE, WITH MALE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Indian Ocean Island nations

© 2018 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

Maldives President Ibrahim Solih’s swearing-in on Saturday marked the successful culmination
of a democratic struggle. The government of his predecessor, Abdulla Yameen, had turned
increasingly dictatorial. Yameen’s rule saw concerted efforts to trample the institutions of the
state — including the country’s parliament and judiciary — as well as a clamping down on the
Opposition and voices of dissent, notably the conviction of his predecessor, Mohamed Nasheed.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s presence at Solih’s inauguration reflected the goodwill that
seems to have been rekindled between Male and New Delhi. Equally, it is a sign of the high-
stakes strategic game that continues to unfold in the island republic.

Yameen’s years also saw the deepening alignment between the Maldives and China. The
Maldives’ geopolitical location on the major east-west sea lines of communication in the Indian
Ocean raised its strategic value for Beijing. As part of its quest for special political relationships
with key island states in the Indian Ocean — including Sri Lanka, Mauritius, and Seychelles —
China began to devote considerable political and economic resources to drawing the Maldives
into its orbit. This involved directed tourist flows, investment in strategic infrastructure and
political support for Yameen.

As he fended off India’s pressure for democracy, Yameen found Beijing to be a valuable ally.
Now, with Solih at the helm, it is an opportune moment for Male to renew its ties with India. Solih
reportedly sought India’s assistance to develop his country’s infrastructure during his meeting
with Modi and the two leaders discussed the modalities of deepening economic cooperation. On
the other hand, on Monday, Nasheed has suggested that the new government will pull out of the
Free Trade Agreement with China.

While India has reasons to view the turn of events in the Maldives with satisfaction, it would be
unwise to assume that the country has become “pro-India” and return to the old ways of doing
business in Male. New Delhi needs to realise that its smaller neighbours are not willing to offer
uncritical and unquestioning support for India. It must also recognise Beijing’s ability to win
favours. We saw this in play in Sri Lanka where China compelled Maithripala Sirisena and Ranil
Wickremesinghe to back Chinese infrastructure projects that they had initially opposed.

India must learn to engage the Maldives with sensitivity and devote sustained political attention
and economic resources to transform the bilateral relationship into a genuine Indian Ocean
partnership.

Download the Indian Express apps for iPhone, iPad or Android
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PARTNERSHIP WITH A DIFFERENCE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: European Union (EU)

© 2018 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

The writer is High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission

Europe’s partnership with India has never been stronger. We are the world’s two largest
democracies. We share the idea that a multipolar world needs multilateral governance; that
internationally agreed rules are protection against conflict and chaos. We stand on the same
side of global politics: Our partnership can make a difference for peace, security and sustainable
development in our respective regions and all around the world.

For this reason, we Europeans are now putting forward a new strategy for our relations with
India, a roadmap to make our partnership even closer — to serve our citizens’ interests and to
contribute to global peace.

India has impressed the world over the last decades with a tremendous drive towards
modernisation and sustainable development. And through the years, the European Union has
accompanied and supported such change. India is the world’s fastest-growing large economy,
with the potential to become a global growth engine if it harnesses its full demographic potential.
The EU is India’s first trading partner and one of its largest sources of investment. Close to
6,000 EU companies are present in India: They create good jobs for over 6 million people, and
invest in the Indian people’s skills and creativity. Our cooperation is already making a positive
difference to the lives of millions of European and Indian citizens, and our new strategy includes
concrete proposals to contribute to each other’s growth, work towards sustainable
modernisation, and jointly promote global peace and security.

We work together on climate change and clean energy — a crucial issue for India’s sustainable
development and for improving the quality of life for ordinary Indians. This is what we are
working on through cooperation on energy efficiency and renewable sources, so that the
country’s growth can rely on sources that do not impact on India’s environment and are truly
sustainable in time. We support the Clean Ganga initiative to remove waste from the holy river
and its banks: The Ganga is the heart of India’s history, culture and economy, and the river’s
health is also vital to the country. With our new strategy, we commit to expanding our support to
India’s sustainable modernisation, for instance through strengthened cooperation with India’s
cities — so that their growth can come with better services for their citizens, better public
transport, a healthier environment and better services for business.

Innovation will continue to be central to our partnership. Indian and European researchers are
already working together on pioneering projects for water conservation and on new vaccines
that will prevent the next major epidemic. Our Horizon 2020 programme — the biggest EU
research and innovation programme ever — is co-funding projects with the Indian government.
Every year, almost 50,000 students from India travel to 4,000 European universities. And we
want to invest even more in these exchanges and mobility opportunities.

In recent years, India has not just become a stronger and more prosperous country. India is also
looking beyond its immediate neighbourhood, as a more confident global power and a reliable
partner in global affairs. Our cooperation on security issues is close and constant — from
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Afghanistan to the fight against piracy off the Horn of Africa. We are working together to
preserve the nuclear deal with Iran, and our collaboration spans from counter-terrorism to cyber-
security. We Europeans see India as an indispensable interlocutor in our work for global peace
and security, and our new strategy charts the way for a broader and deeper cooperation.

Europe and India see the world with the same eyes. That’s why we are committed to coordinate
even more in all multilateral frameworks — including the United Nations, the G20 and the World
Trade Organisation. Together we can support young democracies across Asia and the world.
We can make multilateral institutions stronger and more representative of all peoples on our
planet. We can work to fight inequalities and injustice in our own societies and worldwide. We
can shape the century ahead of us — for two billion citizens in our countries, and for the whole
world.

The writer is High Representative of the EU for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-
President of the European Commission
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OPINION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade Organisation (WTO)

Can the global trading system survive the grave challenges it is facing now? If developments of
the last one week are any indication, the writing is on the wall. Uninterrupted trade liberalization
seems to have hit a roadblock. Otherwise, it would be difficult to explain the almost identical
outcomes of the three unrelated developments of the past seven days.

To start with, the meeting of Asean (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) leaders in
Singapore, comprising the US, China, Japan, India, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand,
witnessed an ugly spat between the world’s two largest economies over how to keep the trading
system open without protectionism. While China sought a united front of countries present at the
Singapore meeting to fight protectionism, the US insisted on fighting non-market economic
policies followed by China. “The circumstances may come where Asean will have to choose one
or the other,” implying the US or China, said Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien on 15
November.

Close on the heels of the fiasco at the Asean summit, leaders of countries pursuing the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement failed to agree on the conclusion of
the ongoing negotiations. RCEP, which includes 10 Asean countries, besides six major trading
giants, including China, India, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand, failed to resolve
their differences due to respective national concerns.

Sharp differences emerged on several issues, including the binding rules on sensitive issues
such as trade and investment, enhanced intellectual property laws and policies, and
controversial e-commerce proposals like prohibiting data localization policies, among others.

“We can’t just accept something that sounds reasonable for other countries but does not sound
reasonable for many people in our country(and) we want to avoid conflicts in our country
resulting from our acceding to foreign ideas,” said Malaysia’s Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad
on 15 November.

Consequently, the Asean-plus-six countries set a new deadline for concluding the RCEP next
year. “It would have been easier if trade agreements were only about trade, as they used to be,
before powerful countries opportunistically injected other issues that are to their benefit,” said
Martin Khor, the former executive director of the Geneva-based South Centre, in his column
“Global Trends” in Malaysia’s The Star on 19 November.

The second major development with far-reaching implications for global trade liberalization
relates to the failure to issue a statement at the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) in
Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. China and the US bitterly sparred over the proposed
language on issues concerning multilateral trade liberalization, protectionism and the alleged
unfair trade practices.

For the first time in nearly three decades of the APEC, the 21 leaders from member countries
failed to issue a communiqué because “two big giants in the room” could not agree on the
proposed language, said Papua New Guinea’s Prime Minister Peter O’Neill on 18 November.
The US, during the meeting, fiercely opposed any language on the need to strengthening
multilateralism. However, Washington insisted on having language on “unfair trade practices”,
which was not acceptable to China.
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The third make-or-break development that has a bearing on the global trading system occurred
on 14 November, after the European Union (EU) and Britain unveiled a 585-page “draft
withdrawal agreement and a political declaration”. The chances of an orderly exit for Britain from
the EU seem grim because of the many imponderables in the draft agreement. The terms in the
draft divorce agreement are anything but acceptable to both Leave and Remain campaigners of
Brexit.

The EU has managed to load the draft deal in its favour on crucial aspects. While Britain can
claim the right to limit migration from Europe, it has to allow all existing European citizens
without any restriction.

In short, the three developments suggest that unimpeded globalization based on liberal trade
rules since the 1990s, could come to a halt. The fundamental issue seems to be a heavy
insistence on harmonization of various internal policies rather than tariff liberalization, which was
the genesis of multilateral collaboration on trade issues. Further, the liberal trade policy
framework is putting pressure on many internal policies such as industrial policy.

Clearly, things have gone in the wrong direction of regulatory harmonization. Unless, the US and
China, scheduled to meet in Buenos Aires next week on the sidelines of the G20 meet, find
common minimum ground, the prospects for a world free of trade wars seem bleak.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2018-11-28

OPINION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developing countries on India's

interests

Last week, the Chinese consulate in Karachi came under attack with three gunmen trying to
enter it and killing four people in the process. While the staff inside the consulate were safe, the
foreign ministry in Beijing called for extra measures to protect Chinese citizens in Pakistan.

The Balochistan Liberation Army took responsibility for the attack as it asserted that “we have
been seeing the Chinese as an oppressor, along with Pakistani forces”.

Ordering a “complete inquiry”, Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan condemned the attack, and
called it a “conspiracy against Pakistan and China’s economic and strategic cooperation”. He
asserted that “such incidents will never be able to undermine the Pakistan-China relationship
that is mightier than Himalaya and deeper than Arabian Sea”.

This attack is part of a series of assaults on Chinese projects and personnel in the restive
province of Balochistan over the years as China’s footprint has grown in the region. In August
this year, a suicide bombing resulted in injuries to a number of Chinese engineers. Though
Chinese interests have been repeatedly targeted over the years, Beijing so far has continued to
repose its faith in the Pakistani government’s ability to manage the security situation so as to
guarantee Chinese investment.

Balochistan sits at the very heart of the ambitious China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
China’s flagship investment project in Pakistan, estimated to be worth more than $62 billion. It is
being talked about as a potential game changer as it could revive the economic profile of a
region that has traditionally been an economic backwater.

Despite being rich in minerals, gas and coal, Balochistan is Pakistan’s most impoverished
region, resulting in perpetual political turmoil. Baloch nationalists have gained traction by
accusing Islamabad of pursuing exploitative policies and never giving the region its rightful
share.

The ongoing tussle between security forces and Baloch nationalists has made the region’s
security precarious, diminishing the region’s economic prospects.

Enter China with its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) as part of which it plans to link its western
Xinjiang province with the Arabian Sea port of Gwadar in Balochistan. With a network of
highways, railways and pipelines in conjunction with energy, industrial and other infrastructure
development projects, the CPEC aims to enhance connectivity across Pakistan and as well as
the country’s overall economic growth prospects.

Chinese policymakers also view an overland link across Pakistan to the Arabian Sea as a
means of overcoming their nation’s Malacca dilemma given that almost 85% of its oil imports
traverse through the single choke point of the Strait of Malacca.

As a result, several infrastructure projects are in the offing as part of China’s investment drive in
the region, resulting in an influx of Chinese workers. Given Pakistan’s growing dependence on
China, Islamabad remains keen that Chinese projects remain safe and secure.

At the very beginning of this project in 2016, Pakistan decided to create a dedicated CPEC force
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of 10,000 security personnel primarily to assuage Chinese concerns about the security of the
projects. Clearly, that force remains relatively weak to tackle growing challenges to Chinese
projects as exemplified by repeated attacks on them.

The CPEC is as much about China’s growing strategic bond with Pakistan as it is about Beijing’s
efforts to stem the growing tide of insurgency and radicalism from flowing into its own territory: it
is hoping that by generating economic growth and opportunities in Pakistan, it will be able to
manage its troubled provinces. But over the last two years, the CPEC has entered turbulent
waters.

There is growing domestic political opposition in Pakistan—not only from Baloch nationalists, but
also due to widening differences between provinces and the central government—over the
allocation of investments.

This has been exacerbated by Pakistan’s economic crisis, which has seen Pakistan’s foreign
exchange reserves rapidly depleting and the country facing a mounting balance-of-payments
crisis, requiring about $12 billion to meet its liabilities. CPEC has been blamed for part of this
problem, with imports of heavy machinery and other equipment resulting in Pakistan’s massive
trade deficit. This was also highlighted by Khan, who wanted to distinguish his approach from
that of his predecessor vis-a-vis the CPEC by focusing on agriculture, job creation and foreign
investment.

As the economic crisis has unfolded, Pakistan has already decided to prune various projects,
such as the $8.2 billion railway project between Karachi and Peshawar, to reduce its debt.
Several other projects too have been affected.

After a splashy start, the CPEC is encountering serious challenges. Pakistan is facing a difficult
global environment on the whole. Its relationship with the US has nosedived under the Donald
Trump administration which has warned the International Monetary Fund against lending money
to Pakistan, arguing that a bailout package could not be used to settle Chinese debts.

China is also coming under growing global criticism for its BRI projects with nations as diverse
as Thailand, Laos, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and the Maldives all voicing complaints about the terms
of the loans from China. China’s debt trap diplomacy is facing a global pushback, and the CPEC
cannot remain immune from this.

Recent attacks in Balochistan merely emphasize that challenges for CPEC and for the China-
Pakistan economic relationship are only going to mount in the future. Some kind of a reset in
Sino-Pak engagement is inevitable.

Harsh V. Pant is a professor of international relations at King’s College London.

Comments are welcome at theirview@livemint.com
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-28

RULES FOR A RESOLUTION
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

National Security Adviser Ajit Doval’s visit to China for the 21st edition of Special
Representatives talks presents an opportunity to take stock of the dos and don’ts related to the
resolution of the boundary dispute.

First, China has resolved all its continental land borders, except with India and Bhutan. In those
instances, the U.S. was neither an ally nor a key defence partner of that counterpart country.
New Delhi’s blossoming maritime ties with the U.S. implies that the India-China frontier will
remain an expedient pressure point in Beijing’s playbook to signal disaffection. Full resolution
will have to await that as-yet distant day when New Delhi is willing to elevate its ties with Beijing
at par with Washington. Vigilance and patience are counselled in the interim.

Second, the lack of a medium-term resolution does not preclude the two countries narrowing
their boundary-related differences. Each easing cycle in Indian-China ties, going back to the
establishment of the Special Representatives mechanism in 2003, has witnessed an initial focus
on repair and stabilisation on the ground followed by a successful effort at narrowing the
underlying dispute at the table. With the ‘Wuhan spirit’ as the backdrop, the recent effort to link
up military headquarters and regional commands with hotlines bodes well for an intensive phase
of settlement-related discussions after the general election next year.

Third, none of China’s 12 territorial settlements has been concluded under duress or reflects an
obsession with cartographic detail. Rather, an opportunity cost-based calculus tied to good
neighbourliness has prevailed. The received wisdom that New Delhi can leverage its American
relationship or the Dalai Lama to extract a stiffer bargain on the boundary is wrong. Both recent
periods of effusive Indo-American warmth (2007-2010 and 2015-2017) witnessed more, not
less, pressure on the boundary.

Fourth, while India has been admirably flexible in accommodating a variety of dispute settlement
modes, including third-party arbitration, a solitary principles-based package approach has
characterised China’s territorial settlements. Mr. Doval’s preference for a bottom-up approach
that clarifies specific points of contention along the Line of Actual Control is unlikely to find
purchase with State Councilor Wang Yi. That said, it is nowhere written in stone that a package-
based settlement must extend across every inch of the frontier all at once. Mr. Doval should aim
to realise an early harvest settlement that delimits a substantial portion of the boundary in the
east and west, while shelving the most intractable points to a future date when India and China
are more geopolitically supportive of each other’s aspirations in Asia and the world.

The writer is a senior fellow at the Institute for China-America Studies in Washington, DC

Blaming Gandhi for Partition and by implication lionising his assassin is the worst form of
historical revisionism
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Source : www.hindustantimes.com Date : 2018-11-28

THE OPENING OF THE KARTARPUR CORRIDOR IS A
POSITIVE STEP

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Pakistan

Instances of promises made and delivered are rare in the mostly fraught India-Pakistan
relations. Much of the last seven decades since Partition has been a story of zero-sum games
that have kept us apart. In that limited sense, the agreement to have a corridor linking
Gurdaspur’s Dera Baba Nanak to Kartarpur Sahib is a welcome augury. The 16th century shrine
in what is now Pakistan’s Narowal district was where the founder of the Sikh faith, Guru Nanak,
breathed his last.

Located four kilometres away on the banks of the River Ravi, the revered shrine is visible from
the Indian side. If all goes well, it will be easily accessible to devotees for whom it has been a
case of so near yet so far. Of as much satisfaction is the fact that the corridor entente has
happened in the run-up to the 550th birthday of the first Sikh Guru. For his part, Pakistan Prime
Minister, Imran Khan, took a personal interest in meeting the Sikh demand after Navjot Sidhu
attended his swearing-in ceremony in Islamabad. Both practising politicians now, their friendship
goes back to their cricketing days.

Mr Sidhu earned goodwill in Pakistan but faced flak at home for attending Mr Khan’s inaugural;
more so for the hug he got and gave to Pakistan’s army chief, Qamar Javed Bajwa, who
conveyed to him Islamabad’s willingness to open the corridor to Kartarpur. That partisan political
play has since translated into a race for claiming credit. The NDA, of which the Akali Dal is a
part, wants to show itself as the deliverer of the long-pending Sikh demand. There were
embarrassing moments for the Dal and the Congress at Monday’s ground breaking ceremony
performed by vice-president, Venkaiah Naidu, and Punjab chief minister, Amarinder Singh.

But Amarinder Singh, invited by the Pakistan prime minister, refused to attend a similar
ceremony across the border. By so deciding, he sought to associate both with the faithful who
are hopeful as also sharing the sceptics’ fears that Islamabad’s gesture could be a ploy to revive
the Khalistan movement.

The Centre’s response to Mr Khan’s invitation hasn’t been any different. External affairs
minister, Sushma Swaraj opted out, citing prior engagements. But two junior central ministers
will travel to Pakistan: the Akali Dal’s Harsimrat Kaur and the BJP’s Hardeep Puri. They’re both
Sikhs, the latter a former diplomat. As the one who first pushed the corridor proposal, Mr Sidhu
won’t be on the official delegation. He will travel to Pakistan as Mr Khan’s friend.

If it was offended by the scaled-down participation, Pakistan did not show; it welcomed India’s
response. As Guru Nanak said: Everything happens by God’s grace.

First Published: Nov 26, 2018 18:10 IST
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-28

PROTOCOL AMENDING INDIA-CHINA DTAA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - China

Ministry of Finance

Protocol amending India-China DTAA

Posted On: 26 NOV 2018 5:07PM by PIB Delhi

The Government of the Republic of India and the Government of the People’s
Republic of China have amended the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)
for the avoidance of double taxation and for the prevention of fiscal evasion with
respect to taxes on income, by signing a Protocol on 26/11/2018.

Besides other changes, the Protocol updates the existing provisions for exchange of
information to the latest international standards. Further, the Protocol incorporates
changes required to implement treaty related minimum standards under the Action
reports of Base Erosion & Profit shifting (BEPS) Project, in which India had
participated on an equal footing. Besides minimum standards, the Protocol brings in
changes as per BEPS Action reports as agreed upon by the two sides.

 

                                                                        *************

DSM/RM/KA

(Release ID: 1553891) Visitor Counter : 952
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-28

CABINET APPRISED OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN INDIA
AND UZBEKISTAN ON COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF
SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Central Asia

Cabinet

Cabinet apprised of Agreement between India and
Uzbekistan on Cooperation in the field of Science,
Technology and Innovation

Posted On: 22 NOV 2018 1:34PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has been apprised of an
Agreement on Cooperation in the field of Science, Technology and Innovation between India
and Uzbekistan.  The Agreement was signed on 1st October 2018 at New Delhi in the presence
of the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and President of Uzbekistan Mr. Shavkat Mirayoyev,
 by the Minister for Science & Technology and Earth Sciences, Dr. Harsh Vardhan on the Indian
side and Minister of Innovative Development, Mr. Ibrohim Abdurakhmanov on the Uzbek side.   

 

Benefits:

Signing of the Agreement will open a new chapter in bilateral relations, as both sides will now
leverage complementary strengths spurred by a significant convergence of mutual interests in
science and technology. The objective of the Agreement is to promote cooperation in the fields
of science, technology and Innovation between the two countries. The stake-holders will include
researchers from scientific organizations, academia, R&D laboratories and industries from India
and Uzbekistan. Agriculture and Food Science and Technology; Engineering Sciences;
Information and Communication Technology, Applied Mathematics and Data Science and
Technology; Health and Medical Technology; Materials Sciences; Life Sciences &
Biotechnology; Physics and Astrophysics and Energy, water, climate and natural resources were
identified as potential areas for immediate collaboration.

*****

AKT

(Release ID: 1553417) Visitor Counter : 428

Read this release in: Marathi , Bengali , Assamese , Gujarati , Tamil , Telugu , Kannada ,
Malayalam
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2018-11-28

CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND
TAJKISTAN ON COOPERATION ON YOUTH MATTERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Central Asia

Cabinet

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Tajkistan on
Cooperation on Youth Matters

Posted On: 22 NOV 2018 1:34PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and
Tajikistan on Cooperation on Youth Matters.

 

 An MoU between India and Tajikistan to promote cooperation on Youth matters
between the two countries was signed on 8/10/2018 at Dushanbe. The MoU was
signed by Shri Somnath Ghosh, Ambassador of India to Tajikistan, for Youth Affairs
and Sports, Govt. of India and Mr. AbdullozodaAhtamRustam, Chairman of the
Committee for Youth and Sports Affairs for the Government of the Republic of
Tajikistan. 

 

The MoU shall remain valid for a period of five (5) years. The areas of cooperation on
Youth matters include exchanges of youth, representatives of youth organizations,
and Government officials in-charge of youth policy-making, extension of invitations to
international conferences and seminars on youth matters held in the two countries,
exchanges of printed materials, films, experiences, research and other information on
youth matters, participation in youth camps, youth festivals and other youth events
held in the two countries, and any other cooperative activities on youth matters jointly
approved under the relevant laws and regulations of both countries.

 

The objective of the MoU is to strengthen and encourage cooperation on youth
matters with Tajikistan through participation in events and activities organized by
either side, information and knowledge sharing, and youth exchanges.

 

Benefits:
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The Agreement will facilitate exchange programmes in the field of Youth Affairs,
which will help in promoting exchange of ideas, values and culture amongst Youth
and in consolidating friendly relations between India and Tajikistan. The benefits
arising from such bilateral exchange programmes between both countries would be
equally available to all youth irrespective of their caste, religion and gender. These
will further help in developing international perspective among the Youth and
expanding their knowledge and expertise in the areas of Youth Affairs.

*********

AKT

(Release ID: 1553419) Visitor Counter : 505

Read this release in: Marathi , Bengali , Assamese , Gujarati , Tamil , Telugu , Kannada ,
Malayalam
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-29

DIRE STRAIT: ON RUSSIA-UKRAINE SEA CLASH
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed countries on India's

interests

Russia’s capture of three Ukrainian naval ships and over 20 crew members in the disputed
Azov Sea has refocussed international attention on the conflict on Europe’s eastern corridors.
The rapid escalation in tensions following the flare-up is evident. Kiev has declared martial law
and demanded that the sailors be treated as prisoners of war. A court in Russian-annexed
Crimea, meanwhile, has ordered many of them to be held in pre-trial detention, charging them
with illegally entering its territorial waters. Ukraine insists that the patrol of the Kerch Strait,
where the vessels were impounded, was authorised under a bilateral agreement with Moscow. A
new bridge over the strait that connects mainland Russia with Crimea has raised concerns about
Moscow’s greater control and influence in the region. The latest incident coincides with the
anniversary of the November 2013 Maidan Square protests in Ukraine demanding integration
with Europe, which was the prelude to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine’s Crimea in 2014. The
protracted conflict has so far claimed about 10,000 lives and displaced millions, and no lasting
resolution is in sight. The 2014-15 Minsk peace accords prohibited air strikes and heavy artillery
firing. But the dispute has dragged on into a smouldering low-intensity combat. The Ukraine-
Russia conflict has also widened religious schisms. The independence granted to the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church from the Russian entity in October was criticised by Moscow. In turn, the
election this month of the legislatures of two breakaway enclaves of Kiev, with Moscow’s
endorsement, drew criticism from Ukraine, leading European powers and the U.S. as violations
of the Minsk accords.

There has been renewed Western diplomatic pressure since the weekend’s skirmishes, with
the UN Security Council and NATO calling on Moscow and Kiev to de-escalate tensions. But
besides forcing Russian President Vladimir Putin to toughen his rhetoric vis-à-vis the big
powers, the hardships from the economic sanctions since Crimea’s occupation have achieved
little by way of confidence-building in the region. European powers are divided between those
advocating greater diplomatic engagement with the Kremlin and others wanting to press with
further sanctions to punish perceived Russian political interference. But there has been little
appreciation of the provocation for Moscow from NATO’s continued expansion into the former
Eastern Europe and the erstwhile USSR. The geopolitical imperative of greater engagement
with Moscow has never been more urgent, as hawks in the U.S. administration make no secret
of their preference for confrontation over dialogue. The recent escalations could serve well the
leaders of both Russia and Ukraine to divert attention from the sagging popularity levels at
home. Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko faces a general election next year, which, it is
widely forecast, he will lose. But the humanitarian situation arising from the continuing conflict
brooks no delay in arriving at a speedy resolution.

Maharashtra’s proposal on reservation for Marathas is bound to invite judicial scrutiny
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Source : www.economictimes.indiatimes.com Date : 2018-11-29

IFC INVESTMENTS TOUCH $2.6 BILLION TO SPUR
INDIA’S DEVELOPMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Bank

The World Bank Group member International Finance Corporation (IFC) has invested a record
$2.6 billion in India in 2017-18 – a rise of 136% over the figure two years ago -- in the key
priority areas of infrastructure, logistics, inclusion, and sustainability.

These investments are all long-term, made over 40 engagements with partners ranging from
new-age start-ups, such as Coverfox and Bizongo, to established names such as Mahindra &
Mahindra and HDFC.

This is an all-time high and addresses key development gaps through select and systemic
interventions in affordable housing, small and medium enterprises, distressed assets,
technology start-ups, logistics, agriculture, renewable energy, and sustainable mobility. These
sectors will remain the cornerstones of IFC’s investment and advisory activities in India in the
years to come, IFC said in a release.

During the year, investments in infrastructure crossed $1 billion for the first time, and climate-
related investments, too, crossed $1 billion to touch a record high. Besides, IFC’s work in the
area of distressed assets has the potential to address 12% to 15% of India’s non-performing
assets.

“As we complete six decades in India, we continue to believe in the country’s fundamentals and
want to spur growth that is inclusive, sustainable, and fast,” said Mengistu Alemayehu, Director,
South Asia, IFC.

In addition to the investments, IFC’s advisory teams worked with several arms of the
government at the Centre and in states to address key issues. IFC’s public-private-partnership
(PPP) team led path-breaking solutions for renewable energy storage, cleaning the Ganga,
structuring innovative transactions for renewable energy, and much more.

India is IFC’s largest country with an investment portfolio of $6.1 billion, which is 11% of the
global committed portfolio. India is also IFC’s largest equity exposure, and the largest advisory
client.
The World Bank Group member International Finance Corporation (IFC) has invested a record
$2.6 billion in India in 2017-18 – a rise of 136% over the figure two years ago -- in the key
priority areas of infrastructure, logistics, inclusion, and sustainability.

These investments are all long-term, made over 40 engagements with partners ranging from
new-age start-ups, such as Coverfox and Bizongo, to established names such as Mahindra &
Mahindra and HDFC.

This is an all-time high and addresses key development gaps through select and systemic
interventions in affordable housing, small and medium enterprises, distressed assets,
technology start-ups, logistics, agriculture, renewable energy, and sustainable mobility. These
sectors will remain the cornerstones of IFC’s investment and advisory activities in India in the
years to come, IFC said in a release.

During the year, investments in infrastructure crossed $1 billion for the first time, and climate-
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related investments, too, crossed $1 billion to touch a record high. Besides, IFC’s work in the
area of distressed assets has the potential to address 12% to 15% of India’s non-performing
assets.

“As we complete six decades in India, we continue to believe in the country’s fundamentals and
want to spur growth that is inclusive, sustainable, and fast,” said Mengistu Alemayehu, Director,
South Asia, IFC.

In addition to the investments, IFC’s advisory teams worked with several arms of the
government at the Centre and in states to address key issues. IFC’s public-private-partnership
(PPP) team led path-breaking solutions for renewable energy storage, cleaning the Ganga,
structuring innovative transactions for renewable energy, and much more.

India is IFC’s largest country with an investment portfolio of $6.1 billion, which is 11% of the
global committed portfolio. India is also IFC’s largest equity exposure, and the largest advisory
client.
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